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PREFACE. 


ng up this ADVICE, was 
u truth only for Private 
Uſe ; but being enter d, I 
found my Thoughts enlarge, 
ſo as poſſibly at the ſame time 
1 might ao ſome ſmall Service to the Pub. 
lick, that I was advancing my particular 
Deſign... N 3 
Aſtrong Senſe of the Neceſſuty of making 
Religious Impreſſions upon Youth, gave 
riſe to it. And I thought it would not be 
amiſs, if the Inſtructions I had occaſionally 
dictated at home, ſhould be brought under 
a ſhort View, to be now and then refer d to 
in the College. 
And I n that this mas any 
way acting beyond the Father, but rather 
going that part that might be juſtly expected 
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PREFACE. 
from him, both for the Eaſe of the Tutor, 
and in ſome meaſure, in vindicating the 
Honoar of the Univerſities. 12 

For the Complaints are common, and 

ometimes vehement enough, of the Degene- 
racy of the Age, and the prevailing Cor- 
ruption of Manners ; and when we are cal. 
ling for Remedies, or ſearching into the 
Cauſe, -among ft other things wherein the 
Pablick is concerned, we are apt to make too 
many unkind Reflections upon our Schools 
and Univerſities, and ſeldom look ſo far 
back as to the common Source of the Evil, 
the Neglects, the Indulgences, or the Ex- 
amples at home. 

And as the Contagion frequently begins 
and ſpreads there, and Toung Men too often 
bring at least the Seeds of thoſe Vices along 
with them, which are ſometimes charged upon 
the places of their Education; I thought it 
became me, now there are ſo many Attempts 
ade for the bettering of the next Genera- 
tion, to throw in, tho it were but my Mite, 
towards the advancing of a Remedy here. 
and as there is not atruer, perhaps there 
cannot a better Reaſon be given for pub- 


Hiſping theſe Papers. . 
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P RE FA CE. 
7 £7 Othing is 4 greater 
8 D iſencouragement to 

wo, Youth, upon 
2 on into the Univerſ ty, 
than their wanting ſome plain 
and eaſie Rules, to adorn their 
Manners, and dire them 
m their Studies. 
"T was this Confuderation which 
encourag d the Author of the 
following Eſſays, to engage 
Himſeiſ in ſo neceſſary a Work. 
The firſt Thing therefore 
which he Recommends to the 
Young Student, 1 the ſto- 
ring his Mind with good Prin- 
A3 Cciples 
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isles an Morals, and far: : 
niſhing Himſelf with ſuch Mo- 
tives, as may be effedtual to 
bis putting em in Praftice. 
This done, he proceeds to 
preſs and inculcate, the dili- | 
gent. and. conſtant Reading of | 
the. Scriptures, as the only 
means whereby to do ſo; which, 
in reſpeth of their Purity, An- 
tiquity, and eſpecially the 
Excellent Moral 1 nſtructi- 
ons therein contained, are pre- 
ferrable. to all the Books i in the 
World. 


After thi be bs down ſon 


Ain Rules far his Con: 
duct 
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duct and Behaviour: the care. 
ful and diligent Obſervance of 
which cannot but make- Him 
eafie to Himſelf, and abcept- 
able to Others. 
This is what he intended in 
his firſt Eflay, and for fear of 


tavading the Futor's Pro- 


by have left off here; but ku 
happy for us that he "was per. 
ſwaded to carry on his Deſan; 
the Work without. had been Im- 
perfect, and few could have 
ſupplied it ſo well as Himſelf. 
He was One, who, by long Con- 


verſation inthe World, was ac- 


quainted 


vince, He would very willing- 


PREFACE 


quainted with Men as well as 
Books; He was a Perſon of 


great Abilities both Natural and 
Acquir d. He underſtood the 
Claſſicks to 4 great Perfetti- 


on, was 4 good Philoſopher, 
an excellent Mathematician, 


and a very ſound and able Di- 


vine. I do not therefore won. 
der that his Mritings have met 


with ſo kind a Reception, for ſure 
I am that the Advice which be 


gives in the ſucceeding Parts, 


tho" ſhort, is Jo full, that tho 


a Man may be a good Scholar 
without it, yet' by following it, 


oy ” 
* 
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he cannot well fail of being ſo. 
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I was apprehenſive enough how much it 
might labour under the Prejudice of its Lit. 


7 
© choſe who will not eaſily beat long Inſtructi- 
ons; and that to have it twice read, and 
Jeive room for à little thinking, it was ne- 
ceſſary it ſhould not be more than could be 
eaſily read over at one ſitting, 

But the World did not think fit wholly to 
overlook it, and I was call'd upon for 4 Se- 
cond Impreſſion ;, but much importuned, at 
the ſame time, to add ſomething about Stu- 
dies. This indeed was the Senſe of ſome of 
my Friends, that I broke of too ſoon ;, of o- 


thers, that I hardly came ap to the Preten- 


fions of the Title; and that ſomething was 
to be added, to make it look like a Book. 

But I fenced it well enough ag ainſt thoſe 
Inſinaations with the Reſolution not to make 
one Step out of my proper Sphere or to medale 
with the Tutor's part, 4s an Attempt not 
only SM but ſomewhat Preſumptuous in 
one, that has been ſo long abſent from the 
Univerſity, 

But it was urg d, that there might be 
fome general things ſaid about Studies, ve- 
ry Uſeful to Young Men, without entering 
upon any part of the Tutor's of 


tleneſs; but I conſider d to whom I wrote, 
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and that Directions in that way might 
perhaps be beſt given by a Perſon out of 
the Univerſity, who can tell by Expe- 
rience what the Want or the Benefit of | 
this or that Study is, in the Courſe of 
Human Lite. "A 
This I confeſs had ſome Effect upon me, 

in taking off the Objection of intrenching | 
upon another's Buſineſs; but I thought not 
my ſelf by any means fitted for the Work :| 
yet it ſeems, it was in Courſe expected from 
me, and having once begun, I muſt neceſ-| 
ſarily go thoroug h. e 
It: was after this manner that I mas led 
to thoſe few Thoughts which I have offered 
in the Second Part; rather to provoke 
ſome abler Hand to correct my Miſtakes, 
and to undertake throughly what I have but 
glanc'd at, than to propoſe it as any kind of 
Model u pon the Subject, which deſerves to 
be treated with Maſterly Skill and Exacł. 


#eſs, 
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UNIVERSITY. 
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Advice to a Son 


INTHE 


Ob are Nom entred into a 
| State of Life, not ſo New 
to you, after your Edu- 
cation in a Collegiate 
— School, as to be without 

thoſe Fr and Neceſſary Inſtruttions, 
which may in part be uſeful for your 
Demeanour : But as this is a farther 
Embarking your ſelf i» the World, 
whilſt I am making yet larger Steps 
bat of it, I was willing to leave ſome- 
B thing 
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thing with you, beſides your Patrimo- 
, that may be of more laſting Uſe, 
as well as give a better Teſtimony 
of the Love and Care of a Father. 
Ap altho' you may find here 
things that are Common, and things 
that have been repeated to you; yet, 
as they come from one, who has given 
you reaſon to believe, loves you with 
a Tenderneſs which cannot belong to | 
any other. Friend, they may poſſibly KF 
meet with a nearer Regard, and make | 
tome, better Impreſſions, than even 
pc which is more Correct or Delicate, 
becauſe offer'd from an Afectionate 
Hand. 8 
Jove principium, is what has been 
early taught you; and you would, 
think your Father had forgot himſelf, 
if we ſhould nor ſet out there, where 
every other Work is to begin. Take 
care therefore to Tiſe always ſo early, 
even in Terms, as to have time enough IF + 
to adore the Author and Preſerver of 
your Being, in ſome ſuch ſhort Prayer IR : 
at lealt, as I haveplac'd at the end of 
theſe Papeis, and hurry not to Cha- IF « 
pel without having God's Bleſſing along 
— 7 6 1 


in the Univerſity, 3 
I do not mean that this ſhquld ſerve 
for your Morning Duty in your Cloſet; 


for there, when you have more leiſure, 


and before you enter upon any other 
Buſineſs, you will not fail, J hope, to 
recommend you Self and your Studies 
to God in a Solemx Prayer, and likewiſe 


in the Evening conclude them after the 


ſame manner. And here let me men- 
tion to you Daily Self- Examination; a 


Practice Highly Chriſtian, and, to the 


reproach of Thouſands I am afraid 
that bear that Name, uſed conſtantly 
by more than one Heathen. For Se- 
neca, Lib. 3. de Ira, ſpeaks of it as the Fey 3. 
Cuſtom of one Sextiz5, Ut conſummata © 
die, cùm ſe ad nocturnam quietem rece- 
piſſet, interrogaret animum ſuum, Quod 
hodie malum tuum ſanaſti ? Quo vitig ob- 
ftitiſti ? Quũ parte melior es? Am he 
relates the ſame of himſelf, Torum diem 
mecum ſcrutor, fatta ac dicta mea remetior, 
nihil mihi ipſi abſcondo, nihil tranſeo. 
And with what Satisfaction, and al- 
moſt Rapture, does that excellent 
Heathen ſpeak of the Practice! Qaod 
ergo pulthrius hac conſuetudine excatienat 
totum diem! Qualis ille ſomnus poſt re- 

B 2 cognitionemm 
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cognitionem ſui ſequitur ! Quam tran- 
quillus, altus ac liber, cum aut laudatus 
eſt animus, aut admonitus ! This is fo 
jear the Chriſtian, even in the beſt of 
Times, that it ſeems a fairer Reaſon * 
of Sexeca*'s Converling with St. Paul, | 
than any of thoſe Epiſtles now extant, | 
that are ſaid to have paſs'd between 
them. The Advantages then you ſee 
will be manifold, if you make this a 
part of your Daily Devotion: it will 
give you the trueſt Knowledge, and help 
you to the beſt Command of your Sef. 
By this, your Conduct will be every 
way directed and improv'd; That 
which really diſtinguiſhes beyond Arts 
and Literature: The Want of which 
caſts ſo many Clouds upon them, that 
theꝶ ſometimes appear even mean and 
littlè things, without it. I need not 
add, how much this frequent Exami- 
nation Ot our ſelves advances and im- 
proves the Chriſtian Life. 

AND hope you will not be meanly 
influenc'd By any Converſation that 
you may meet with, to think coldly 
of the Devotion owing to GO D, or to 
take theſe Religious Addreſſes to _ 

or 
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in the Univerſity. 


for Starchd and Formal things, and 
ſo be tempted to negleFtt m. 
Fo as to Prajer and Praiſe, tis as 


much the Honour and Privilege, as it 
is the Duty, of a Man; for we can give 
no good Account, why we were made 
ſuch thoughtful, reflecting, inquiſitive 
© B:ings, adornd with Faculties ſo much 
beyond the other Creatures, if we 


had no Buſineſs here Superior to theirs : 


© ſince in the Common Actions of Life, 
| agreeable to their ſeveral Natures, they 
are at lealt equal to us. But to adore the 
| Great Creator, in contemplating the 


Beauty and Order of his wonderful 
Works, to beg of our common Preſer- 
ver What is needful for us, and to praife 
the Bountiful Giver of all that we en- 


joy ; This is Buſineſs proper for a May, 
ſuitable to the Powers that he 1s en- 


dow'd with, as plac'd in this Temple of 
Goa, the World, according to the early 
Notion, as it were the Prieſt of Nature, 
to beg Supplies for. their common 
Wants, and to be the Mouth of the 
Mute and Inſenſible part of the Creati- 
on, in ſinging forth their great Ma- 
ters Praiſes. Perhaps you may meet 
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with that excellent Saying of the Poet» 
Charior eſt illis Homo quam ſibi, urg'd 
to another purpoſe, viz. that GOD 
needs no Importunity to do us good; 
but then it is forgot, that they are 
Heathens whom the Poet here expoſes, | 
who not only pray'd for Trifles, but fre. 
quently for things unlawful; and even 

he allows in the Concluſion, Orandum 
eſt, ut ſit mens ſan in corpore ſano. But 
then under a Chriſlian Conſideration, the 
Notion of Prayer riſes much higher; 
not as if we pretended to acquaint 
GOD with what he knows better 

than our ſelves, but to teach us Faith 
and Dependence, and ro make us 
Humble, truly ſenſible what GO D is, 


and what we really are our ſelves, 


which Haman Nature is fo very apt to | 
torget, and to beg what 1 Man 
ſtands moſt in need of, the Divine Aid 
and Aſſiſtance; and therefore are we 
directed chiefly in the New Teſtament 
to ask for things Spiritual, as the main 
Subject of our Prayers. 4 

AND as a neceſſary Adjunct to your 
private Devotions, I would have you 
read a Chapter in your Septuagint, or 

. * =p 4 F | | Greek 
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Greel Teſtament, or both; and as you 


farther improve, not without conſult- 
ing ſome Annotations that you may be 


furniſhed with, upon the more diffi- 
cult Texts; and take it to be your 
Duty as a Chriſtian, whether you in- 


tend for Divinity or not, to be well ac- 


© quainted with the Charter of your Re- 
ligion: For ſuch is the Bible to you. 


AND then you cannot but think it 
worthy your reading, as it is the Word 


0 FGO D. Would it not raiſe in you 


the higheſt Reverence and Attention, 


| | if a Voice from Heaven ſhould ſpeak 


to you? This is nothing leſs, only in 
a more condeſcending and. familiar 
Manner, and in great Compaſſion to 


his Creatures, for we could not hear the 


Voice of GOD and live, This peculiar 
Goodneſs therefore of the Divine 
Communications, and laying them 
ſo freely before us, ſhould raiſe our E- 


ſteem, inſtead of abating our Reve- 


rence towards the Holy Scriptures; and 
eſpecially, as they contain not only 
things of the greateſt importance, the 


plaineſt Kyxowledge of GUD, and the 


trueſs Happineſs of Man, but of the 
| | 2 greateſt 
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greateſt Improvement too ; I mean of | 


e as well as your 


' For as the Ble begins with the 


O 


Original of all things, it furniſhes us 
with the moſt Antient Records of 
Time. And Moſes's Hiſtory has ſuch | 
evident Marks of Truth, and Motives | 


of Credibility interwoven with it, be- 
yond the external Teſtimony of fo 
many Ages, that when they come to 
Examine things, the Pretences offer'd 
from the Egyptians, Chaldeans, or Chi- 


 peſes, to à greater Antiquity, will ap- 


pear, like the Medley of which they 
are compounded, to be nothing bur 
groſs arid inconſiſtent Fables. And you 
have not only this evident Proof, that 
the World had a Beginning, and how, 
declared by that moit Aucient Hiſtorian, 
but moreover Confirm'd by Oldeſt Tra- 
dition, in a Commemorative Fact, repeat- 
ed Fifty two Times in the Year, and 
brought down to this Day; I mean 
the Obſervation of the Sabbath, by 
the moſt Ancient People of the World. 
Vo u will have the farther Satisfacti- 
on, as you go on, to find much of. the 


old 
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old Heathen Mythology derived from 


this Sacred Fountain, and which will 
appear much plainer, as you better 


T underſtand the Hebrew Tongue; how ſe- 


s veral Nations affecting to be thought 


Ancient, and to make their Anceſtors 


appear great, fitted not only the Scri- 


s pture Stories, with ſome Corruption 


and Mixture, perhaps to diſguiſe the 
Theft, but ſometimes the Original 


Names, or their Miſtaken Meanings, 


to em. 
Ac AIN, the extraordinary Events, 
not only in Kingdom, but ſome of 
them reaching the whole Human Rina; 
the remarkable Prophecies, and as exact 
fulfilling them all, as rare, as they are 
true and inſtructive, ſurprize the Mind 
with a delightful Admiration. Nay, 
the leſſer Occarrences are not without 
giving us ſome peculiar Pleaſure, and 
Improvement, Wherein we find the 
Nature and all the Paſſions of Man 
lively ſet forth, in that Majeſtick Plain» 
neſs and Simplicity of Expreſſion, 
which maſters, beyond the boldeſt 
Rhetorick, 

TN 1 Can 
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CAN any Man read the Hiſtory of; 
Joſeph without being ſtrangely moved 
A Relation unenlivened with Figures, 
unadorn'd by Words, and yet only as 
a plain Mixture of Human Pa ſſions 
with the Providential Events, how it 
moves beyond all Artificial Powers of 
Tragedy or Romance! Look upon the} 
Troubles of David: What a diverting 
Variety of Accidents do they afford us! 
together, with the wonderful Virtues, 
and ſurprizing Actions of a young Re. 
ligious Hero! who, through manifold 
Oppoſition, with as much 1nzocercy as 
Bravery, makes his way from a Sheep- 
fold to a Throne. And therefore our 
excellent Cowley very juſtly made choice 
of this Subject, for the firſt Eſſay of a 
Divine Poem in the Engliſh Tongue, - | 
AN p if we were as well acquainted 
with the Ancient Eaſtern Poetry and E. 
Joquence, as with that of our own 
Time, what lively Strains of Beaury 
and Majeſty ſhould we find in the Book 
of Job, in the P/alms, and in many off 
the Prophets, and particularly in the 
Song of Moſes, that of Deborah, and in, 
David's Elegy upon Saul and e | 
Ince 


T 
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Of g ince ſo many lofty and excellent Ima- 
1 ges, both of Words and Things, appear 


* 


„Ito us, even under a verbal Tranſla- 
4 tion. Ly 

Z I Mar venture to mention theſe a- 
mongſt many others, to invite you, e- 
ven after your Admiration of the Beau- 
ties of Greece and Rome, to read with 
Pleaſure thoſe in the "Holy Scriptures; 
But I add, for a much nobler Reaſon; 
© becauſe it is Reading for the Improve- 
ment of your Life: For to be Wiſe for 
Hour ſelf, is ſurely the higheſt, as well 
Jas the neareſt Concern. And if the 
Moral Paſſages in the Claſſichs are ad- 


the Language and Poetry, in which 
they are writ, or becauſe of the 

pretty Turns of Wit with which they 
| ſurprize us, what a Venerable Regard is 


due to the Holy Scripture, which is ſuch 


a Store-Houſe of Moral Inſtruttions,under 
all the Variety of Application to the 
differingCapacities of Men. And becauſe 
the greateſt part of Mankind are the 
= Ignorant and Unlearn'd, this is that 
Generous and Goa-like Deſign of it, ſo 
far beyond the Condeſcenſions of —_— 
þ then 


# 


mired and quoted chiefly becauſe of 
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then Morality, to ſuit it ſelf to the 
Underftandings of the Meaneſt, and} 
yet ina way not unworthy the Medi. | 
tation of the acuteſt Philoſopher, This 
is eminently Remarkable, not to men- 
tion others, in our Saviour's Sermon 
pon the Mount, and in his Parables, | 
In the firſt of theſe, what a Collection 


have we of admirable Rules and Pre- 
cepts for the Government and Happi- 


neſs of Life! in the plaineſt Expreſſions, 
and under the ſhorteſt and the faireſt ® 
View: and we may ſearch Volumes | 
of Celebrated Heathen Moraliſts, to 


meet with a few faint and cloudy Imi- 
tations of them, tho? ſet forth in ſome 
fine and bold Words. And tho? the 
way of Inſtruction by Parable is of ve- 
ry ancient Date, and was ſomewhat pe- 
culiar to the Eaſtern Sapes, ſo that we 
cannot now make a thorow Eſtimate 
of thoſe of our Saviour, yer even under 
all the Diſtance we are from that Know- 


ledge, we cannot but ſee how admira- | 
bly they are adapted to the Genius of | 


the Multitude: tor being taken from 
the commoneſt Actions of Life, or 


grounded upon Matters of Experience, 
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they partly inform, and ſurprizingly 
convince at the ſame time. And thoſe 


that are well skill'd in the Oriental 


Learning and Caſtoms, when they 
compare them with the Jewiſh Writings 
of the like fort, ſpeak Wonders of 
Z thoſe Excellent Parables, © 


I Have yet a farther Reaſon to 
preſs upon you the Reading of the 
Holy Scriptares, as they will give you 


© the trueſt and plaineſt Ideas of the Chri- 


tian Religion, and of that Exellent E- 


© #abliſhment of it, under which you 


Live. For upon a little Enquiry, it ap- 
pears but too obvious, that a great Part 
of the World, who would be diſtin- 
guiſhed as the only true Chriſtians, if 
they are to be judg'd by theſe Ancient 
Records of that Religion, will be found to 
be the worſt Pretenders to the Name; 


and upon the firſt and ſhorteſt View 


of both, it would look like a difficult 
Task to reconcile Popery, as Popery, with 
any reaſonable Belize] of the New Te#a- 


ment. For when you come to compare 


the groſs Idolatry, the ſenſeleſs Worſhip, 
the Pageantij and Tyranny of Rome, with 
the Parity, Plainneſs, and Humility of 

| the 
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Chriſtian Religion, according to the 


to the ſame Reformation, and to an 


Which is not only ſuch a palpable Vio- 
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the Goſpe!; you would hardly think 
that the Religion that boaſts it ſelf Ca. 
tholick, was any thing a-kin to it; but 
that it was rather a Combination of 
Infernal Art and Worldly Policy, to make 
void the Deſign of Chriſtianity, andi 
that ſince all outward Oppoſition tail'd, WF 
the inward Corrupting and Debauching 
its Doctrines, might be a more ſucceſ- 
ful way to ſtop its real Progreſs, andi 
Defeat the great Purpoſe of the Goſ. Mi 
Fel. i 
As as you will with Satisfaction Wi 
behold the Ergliſh Church Reform'd Ri 
from all thoſe wretched Abuſes of the 
Word of God; ſo it will raiſe ſome me- 
lancholy Thoughts in you, to find a 
People within her Bowels, pretending, | 


Union with her in Doctrine, and yet 
rending and tearing her with a Sexſe- 
leſs Schiſm, and ſeparating from her 
with little leſs Diſtinction in their Pra- 
ctice, than they do from Rome it ſelf. 


lation of the Rule of Love and nit), 


ſo much inſiſted on in the Scriptures of 
oy the 


in the Univerſity, 


nkWhe New Te#ament ; but ſuch a broad 
. Vulet to the Popery they deteſt, and ſeem 
urWo much afraid of, that one cannot 
of orbear charging the Leaders in the 
te Schiſm, if not with the vileſt Hypocriſie, 
d yet with the groſſeſt Infatuation. 

d, THERE remains yet one impor- 
77 Mtant Occaſion more, for your being well 
. Wacquainted with the Holy Scriptures ; 
dWwhich is, that you may the better 


/. Wfence againſt that Heretical Pravity, 

under which the Deiſm and Infidelity 
n Wof theſe Licentious Days, would fo Art- 
4 fully hide it felt. *Tis too groſs, as 


well as too difficult an Undertaking to 
attack the Authority of the Scriptares: 
They that have Forehead enough, may 
yet want Talents for that Performance ; 
but to zibble at Texts, and to form Ob- 
jections out of a Book of that Largeneſs 
the Bible is of, belongs to every Man 
that can read Exglih, whoſe Ma- 
lice, or Politicks ſet him out for a 
Diſputant. Now the careful Reading 
of the Holy Scriptures, will, after the 
beſt manner, Arm you againſt theſe 
Aſſaults; ſince you will there find, that 
the Doctrines, chiefly LevelPd at by the 
Hereſies 
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Herefies in Faſhion, depend not only. o 
the Authority of ſome ſcattered Texts 
but are [nterwoven. with the whole 
Scene of the Chriſtian Belief, and be 
ginning at the Form of 1 HO 
through all the Parts of the Goſpe/: andi 
was the Seaſon ripe for it, it would 
not only be fairly Hinted, but thoſe co. 
vered Hereticks would unmask, and 
and ſpeak it out Boldly ; ſo that thoſe 
Doctrines, and the Holy Scriptures, 
with the whole Chriſtian Religion, 
mult ſtand or fall together. 

THe next, in order, of your Reli. 
gious Duties, is the Publick Worſhip, 
You muſt therefore be conſtant at Cha- 
pel, not only to avoid Reproach, or Pe- 
zalty, but for a Nobler Reaſon, to ſhew 
your ſelf a true Friend to the Pablick 
Good; in praiſing the common Berefa- 
or, and uniting in the joint Requeſts 
for Temporal and Spiritual Mercies, 
both as you are a Member of the Church 
and Common: wealth. And becauſe Prayer, 
without the Attention of the Mina, is a 

worthleſs Performance, let the amful Pre- 
ſence of the Divine Majesty be your re- 
quent Meditation; and make it your par- 

ticular 
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„„ . ( ow. 4 4 As 
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ticular Requeſt to God at the cuſtoma- 
Kneeling down upon entring into 


the Chapel, that he would ait your 
Endeavours to preſerve your Thoughts 


cloſe and united, in Paying him a rea- 


ſonable Service; and be not wanting to 
renew the Guard upon your ſelf, by fre- 
quent Recollections, during the Holy 
Offices, that in this frail and difficult 
State of Warfare ( in nothing more 
evident than whilſt we are in this Re- 


ligious Exerciſe) you may not unhap- 


pily get into a Habit of trifling before 
God, in the moſt ſerious Acts of Wor- 
ſhip and Humiliation. The good Pra- 
ctice of Reading along the Leſſons in 
your Septuagint and Greek Tectament, 
will prevent Gazing, and ſo be a Pre- 


ſervative' from wandring Thoughts; 


and it will likewiſe the better prepare 
you for the more careful Reading of 
the Chapters in your Stad), which it will 
be very proper to take in the ſame 
Courſe. - There is another part of 
Worſhip to which I would have you Pay 
more than a formal Regard, and there- 
fore to be conſtantly Preſent at, and 


Attentive to it, I mean the (College 
| G Graces 
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Graces before and after Meat. For he- 
ſides that it is from the ſame Spirit of 


' Profaneneſs, that would ſleight all Reli. 


gion, that Graces are any where neg- 
lected; you have a particular Reaſon 
10 join with thoſe of the College, as 
they are a Bleſſing of GO, and 
Commemorating your Pious Founders 
and Benef actors, by whole Charitable 
Bounty your Eat your Bread. 

Need I mention to you the Devout 
Obſervation of the Lord's Day, which 
as it has generally a more even Re- 
gard, between Superſtition and Pro- 
taneneſs, paid to it here, than any 
Nation round us; ſo I doubt not but 


we meet with the greater Blaſings on | 


that Account. As the Government 
takes care 'to confine us to an outward 
Religion, on ſome parts of that Day; 
1 hope you will continue to ſpend the 
reſt of it agreeably, between good Con- 
verſat ion, and your Cloſet ; and rec- 
kon the Publick Sermons, as our Church 
does, a part of the Divine Service of 
that Day. Aﬀect not then a Niceneſs 
of Judgment in hearing, ſo as to be 
tempted, after looking upon the Preach- 
-=_ 4 er, 


a_@(I * © «a F TY 1 . _ 4 — 


in the Anivertity, 
er, and chewing à few Sentences that 
come from him, to turn your Back, 

and leaving St. Maries, in the Itch 6f 
Curioſity ; ſ/aunter from Church to 
Church. Beſides, as I know your Tu. 
tor will in the Evening call you to give 
ſome Account how you have ſpent the 


Day, I would not have you fly to the 


pititul ſhift of Invention, and ſome- 
what worſe, to fave your Credit, and 
decelve him. ' You ha vs begun, and 1 
hope you will continue to'receive the 
Hol Sacrament, as often as it is Cele- 
brated within your Walls '5 and let the 
Preparation to it be 4 ſerious Enquiry 
into the preſent State of your Soul, and 
as it were a ſumming up the Particu: 
lars of wy Daily Examination ſince 
our la — For thus you will 
ave better Knowledge and the ef 
Command of your ſelf. And if you 
make ſome part of the Fridaj Evening 
in every Week, the time of Rocollect- 
ing our Daily Examinations, it will 
er the Preparation to the Sacra. 
— more delightful ; and if your Kg 
4% Retirements' are accompanied witly 


derne ben ſennbhe E re i POE ab 
C2 leaſt⸗ 
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leaſt ſhow a decent Regard to the Orders 
of. the College, and the Inſtirution of 
r 
And now having thus far enlarg d up- 
on Devot ion, Iam next to remind youſof 
a great Truth in Religion, That all this | 
is im order 10 4 farther, End, viz; Moral 
Good, ti Command uf your Paſſions, and 
Government of your Gortverſation. I ſhall 
not here enter upon a detail of Moral 
Virtues: you are not unfurniſhd with 
the Practical, Books, that treat of them 
at large: I will only mention thoſe, 
hieh may more eſpecially come under 
Tryal in your preſent State of Life. 
Ad the ſirſt is Temperance or Sobriety, 
to Which I know you; have a good de- 
gree af Natural Iuclination, and have 
not been under any Temptations or 
Indulgences; to tlie contrary. | Preſerve 
it then with all your Care, and ſuffer 
not your ſelf to be poorly drawat mn, as 
à Slave, to fooliſh Faſhion or Opinion, 
to do things not only againſt Senſe, but 
againſt Stomarh; for Exceſs, Which Na- 
ture abhors, muſt at firſt be Nasſeows ; 
and it is on) Cuſtom that can render 
it eaſie or defireable: and were it not 
tor ehe Sheepiſh Fear of being thought 
| ſingular, 


in the Aniverſity. 
ſingular, or the affected Vanity to be 
thought Modiſb, this, with many other 
Vices, would loſe Ground apace. For it 
is not the Love of Liquor, that at firſt 
leads to Intemperance ; but when Youth, 


by it ſelf to throw np the Guard that 
Nature and Reaſon have given it; no 


under the worlt of Tyrannies, craving 
Appetite and all-powerful Habit, But 
what it Ingenious' Converſation is not 
to be had but upon ſuch Terms; That 
Argument from Good - fellowſhip, tho? 
often pretended, is commonly Falſe, 
and all the true Wit and Pleaſantneſs 
of the Company ſinks with the Diſor- 


be an Enemy to improving Conver= 


the Sots have ſomething like a Phraſe 
amongſt them, that Confeſſes it, That 
what interrupts "Drinking ſpoils Good- 
fellowſhip. WW 24:3 1 

All this while, you fee, I am far 


from Writing againſt the ehearful and 


lively Enjoyment of Society; its Ad- 
N _ vantagey 


upon every idle Summons, is betrayd 


wonder if it is Chain'd down a Captive 


ders of it. No reaſonable Man can 


ſation; but ſurely the Improvement 
and the Sobriety may go together. And 


ky 2 1 


Advice to a Son 
vantages with its Satisfactions are too 
rear to be deny'd you; but I am wri- 

ag ainſt that which indeed deſtroys 
or too much Cordial, inſtead of rai- 
2 flattens or ſuffocates the Spirits ; 
the admired Horace, who you know 
was a Good. ſellom enough, cannot but 
5 er the Body carrying too much 
Bo. 


— Animum Guogque pregravat and, 
Atque 41511 bamo , aivine perivealam 


auræ. 
. Horat. Sat. 2. Lib, 2, 


Begin therefore to aſſert your Freedom 
early, and ſneak nor under Idle Impor- 


* 


.tunity, or Miſtaken Reproach: a fix'd 


Brayery of Reſolution will undoubted- 


ly gain Ground, at leaſt it will eſta- 


bliſh your own Eaſe, if it does not re- 
form Conugſſatiga, and give you the 
beſt Company. 

Bur to be able to retire with Satil. 
Faction, and to Live without the neceſ- 
ſity of flying from Idleneſs ro Compa- 
ny, will bea great Point gained. 
e has not wh Buſineſs of the 

ns! World 


* 
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World to divert him, ond therefore is 
a ſort of forlorn Creature, if he cannot 
in a good Meaſure make his Books his 
Pleaſure: Company is then his only Re- 
fuge, and he muſt ſit down with it as 
he finds it; and thus is he under the 
danger of loſing his Virtue, and his In- 
probe ments too. For what Wonders 
ſoever Converſation without Reading may 
be able to do amongſt other Men, it muſt 
be remembred that it is in the way of 
their Buſineſs, and they venture little 
whether they gain or loſe by it. But 
the Scholar leaves his proper Buſineſs, 
for the uncertain Hope of making it up 
another way. And the Event too of- 
ten proves how little his Knowledgeis 
advanced by that alone: He poſſibly 
Recommends himſelf as a pretty Com- 
panion; but the Pablick, by that means, 
has too much Reaſon to complain, not 
only of a want of Virtue, but Endow- 
ments too. 119% | 

"THE Ruins made this way upon 
Ingenuity and Good Nature, and the 
Miſchiefs thence enſuing. to Perſons 
and Families that I have met with, 
has led my Thoughts the farther upon 

BIR) |; C 4 this 
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this Article, and I need not add how 
much the World has been defeated of 
many growing Helps and Ornaments, 
blaſted and cut down by this ſingle Vice. 
And as this is rhe Source and Fomen: 
ter of moſt others; If I can prevail with 
vou to be truly upon your Guard here, 
Treckon to have done a great deal at 
once, for the Security of your Virtue; 
to maintain a Purity of Mind and Bo- 
dy, and Innocency of Converſation. 
* THERE is a Sobriety of Mind, as 
oppoſed to Corceztedzeſs, which, whilſt 
I am wricing to a Young Alan, ſhould 
not be forgotten. This flattering Vani. 
ty is ſometimes to be charged upon 
Nature, and ſometimes, under too 
pleaſing a Senſe of Abilities Superior to 
others, it 15 owing to Improvements: 
Bur if it is not founded and nouriſhed 
up in Ignorance, it commonly abates Wt 
with the Increaſe of Years, and Ex- 
8 and Converſation wears it off. 
ut it is an Unfortunate thing, where 
it laſts long; for it Expoſes the Learn- 
ing and Knowledge, that it would ſet 
off, All Men are born with Self-Opi⸗- 
nion enough, for nulla res equabilius di- 
| OS. - ſtributa 


_ n 
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bats, hos + 


Cribata eſt inter Hemines, ſays a Philoſo- 
pher that you may be ſhortly acquain- 
ted with: and when one Aan would 
engroſs the whole Stock of Admiration 
to himſelf, it is of Concerument to the 
whole kind to Unite againſt him : Be- 


ſides, nothing is ſo winning as Modeſty; 


eſpecially in a Jouth of Parts; it even 
ſets off Hefects; and Reſtraints upon 
ones Self, often make true Worth as 
Viſible, and much more Charming and 
Graceful, than all the laboured Arts of 
ſhowing ones Skill: and then ioo much 
Endeavour to make known our Read- 
ing or Abilities, as it tends to the Ds 
datorſbip in Society (nor eaſily endur'd, 
where all ſhould or would be equal) 
ſo it deprives us of the Adyantages of 
it; for there is little to be learned 


from others, whilſt we are not willing 


to hear any Body but our Selves. 
NEAR a-kin to this, is the meek, 
gentle, and obliging Temper, which 
tho? often derivd, has much more of 
Virtue in it where it is acguir d; and it 
gives ſuch a flow of inward Pleaſure, 
and is withal ſo truly amiable and be- 


coming, that it is worth all our Appli- 


cation 
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cation to attain it. It was ſurely ſome. 
thing like this, that was the Diſpoſitio 
requir'd for the firſt Receiving of Chri 
Mianity, fince it has ſo plain a Tenden 
cy to promote the truly loving and for. 
giving Goſpel-ſpirit. And altho* wha 
a ſetfiſÞ or untractable Temper is inf 

our Frame, and we have not only un. 
toward Paſſions, but it may be Natur: 
it ſelf to ſtruggle with, his muſt be 
own'd a Work that calls for as much 
Firmneſs of Mind, as it does for An 
and Labour; yet grant it is a Work | 
time, the very Attempt is a Reward for 
our Patience, and the _— will more 
than Crown it. For the Victories of this 
kind, give a Joy and Triumph to the 
Mind; a Sort of inmard Heaven, to 
-which no Pleaſure on Earth is equal; 
and if you are Conqueror here, moſt of 
the other Difficulties, in your Courſe 
of Virtue, will eaſily fall before you. 

I Mar therefore the better go on 
to that peculiar Duty of your preſent 
Station, Obedience to your Saperior. 
Thoſe that are reckon'd the great Ma. 
ſters in the Art of Diſcipline, carry this 
to an extravagant Height. One mo 
SY 2 ard 


in the Univerſity, 


hardly think that thus ſhould low from 
he Pen of a learned Cardinal, Obedien- 
4 irrationalis eſt conſummata obedientia 
| perfedtiſſima, ſetlicet quando abeditar, 
cut jumentum obedit Domino ſuo, Card. 
*uſan. in Epiſt. 2. 4d Rohemos. But ceaſe 
our wonder! A Church that puts ſo 
any hard things upon the Belief of 
ts Members, may very well uſe 'em 
tke Beaſts of Burden, and a blind Obedi. 
ace ſeems to be cut out for an implicit 
wth, Lou are happily plac'd in a free 
\ir, where it is not Criminal to exerciſe 
our Reaſon, or to make a-proper uſe 
df your Senſes; and yet the Doctrine 
pf Obedience to Authority is taught 
ou in its malt Binding way, as its Ob- 
igation is Sacred, and the Duty not ſo 
uch owing to Aan as to GOD: And 
he Conſideration, that Government is 


good Order of the World, is of the 
higheſt Uſe, to render Obedience caſie 
even in difficult Caſes, for we are na- 
turally diſposꝰd to think Worth and Oba. 
rater to be things inſeparable, and 
here fore, at our firſt Apprehenſions, 
do not readily . diſtinguiſh . between 


Divine Ordinance, for the Peace and 


1 


ve conſider them only as Men ſubjed 


that flow from it; this will reconcile 


Blemiſhes or Unfitneſs of the S«bjed} 
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them. Hence ariſes an Untractable 
neſs to the Orders of Superiors, whill 


to ſuch {or ſuch Paſſions or Frailties 
but haye no proper Notion of the Ay 
thority they areginveſted with, beſid: 
their outward Power; and therefor 
whatever Awe we are under, it is dud 
to our Fear, and in many Caſes we pay 
an Unwilling Obedience. Whereas whet 
we look higher, and confider Autho/ 
rity as of Divine Appointment, and de. 
rived from GOD as the Fountain. 
Head, and ſo to the ſmalleſt Stream 


us to many Inconveniencies which 
may attend our Obedience, and incline 
us, without any great Reluctancy, to 
offer an outward Reſpect and Reve 
rence to the molt anequal Repreſentativ 1 
This teaching us, not to regard thei 
Baſeneſs of the Metal, but the Stamp. 


and Impreſs which gives Value to it pi 


And it is worth ſome Care, that yon 
may be under the feweſt Temptation 
to refuſe what is due to the Character 
to overlook, as much as poſſible, the; 


the 
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hat bears it: and where the Power is 
recuted with Humour, or Haughti: 
eſs, or Rigour, if not in Inſtances 
gainſt Lew, which is the Rule to every 
jovernour in that excellent Conſtitution 
ou Breath under, endeavour to bear 
calmly, and to abate of no Re- 
ect, neither decline any Duty on that 
Account; under the great Conſideration, 
lat you doit to GOD and not to 
an, An early regard to this Fanda- 
ent al Reaſon of Obedience, will not 
nly contribute to render your Beha- 
OUT my in your preſent Circum- 
tances, but as, you farther enter into 
he World, will help to make you «/e- 
and perhaps ſomewhat Exemplary 


ng a due Obedience and juſt Reſpect to 
Il forts of Superiors, and it will par- 
icularly tence you againſt that Epidemi- 
„ Hypocriſie of theſe latter Days, the 


Fd 


dy. the groſſeſt Actions. 


4 . 


df. you to /fick clofe ro that honeſt Platn- 
| | neſs 


In it: it will well diſpoſe you tor pay- 


Profeſſing and crying upof Obedience 
In many ine Words, but in inſtances of 
[ryal, not aſhamed to retract them 


Ap this leads me to the preſſing 
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eſs of Converſation; flowing from th 
true Probity of Mind, which TI thinf 
your Nature is as yet indued with 
t is a Blaſing from Heaven to be c 
riſbed and preſerved with all your Care 
for you will find it a Tresſare, increiſ 
fing in Value with every Day of you 
Life ſo as at length not to be willing tf 
exchange it for an Empire; and you wii 
quickly feel the Worth of it from thi 
great Danger of loſing it: For as yo 
come more Abroad, and begin to loo 
about you, you will behold every Bode 
ſo much in Drſeaiſe, that you will 
think it not only Faſhionable but Ne 
ceſſary, to put on the Vizard too; an 
that you muſt either part v ith you! 
Sincerity, or lie naked and expos'd to th. 
Inſults of Kna very or Reproach, or el 
take up wholly to Retirement, which 
you may reckon the ſeaſt of the Evils| 
and yet no ordinary Puniſhment to 
Soctable Creature, ſince it muſt not bel 
only quitting Buſineſs, but Converſatiu 
With it. But have a good Heart; tho 
an Honeſt Man muſt frequently chuſeſ 


| 
| 
| 
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to retire, yet he need not, as indeed hi 
cannot well, live by himfelfi As ſcarce f 
0 
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; Probity is in the World, he may poſ- 
bly meet with ſome few like himſelf; 
W nd to make ſome Amends for the De- 
ciency, Theſe are People that the rea- 
Jilieft know one another when they 
hance to meet. For however it 1s 
Erxtoll'd as the great Art of Converſation, 
hen to appear with the utmoſt Openneſs 
nd Civility when you are indeed moſt 
pon the Reverſe; yet as it is not only 
he ordinary Dreſs of Courtiers and Tra- 
W-//ers, but an Art that frequently be- 
Nongs to the Shop, the Covering is much 
ore Tranſparent than they that Act 
nder it are apt to think it. And be- 


Wy Nauſeous among Friends, the rife: 
WW moothneſs ſeldomer ſucceeds Abroad in 
Wcceiving others than themſelves, You 
ay therefore preſerve your Integrity, 
And Converſe too, if you can but be con- 
tent to appear a little ſingular now and 
When, amidſt ſuch a Crowd of meer A- 
Wor upon the Stage of Life; and it be- 
Wongs not to the ſtricteſt Character of a 
Plain Man, to open his Breaſt to every 
Body that he meets with, amongſt ſo 
nuch Artificial Company. is as 


e er 
. much 


des that, his wonderful Addreſs is real. * 
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much for the Security of your Inno: 


ey, as ſometitnes of your Purſe, to b 
upon your Gard; and that ſurely ma 
be with Prudence, and Precaution e 
nough, without putting on the Coun 
 terfett, Silence or Reſervedneſs, tho 
under ſome appearing Diſadvantages 
is yet often a neceſſary Sanctuary 2. 
midſt Dangers; and, as I have ſaid be 
fore, there needs no Practiſing witt 
Art or Diſſimulation, when you knoi 
your Company. | 


THERE is another Openneſs ff 
Heart, that is in Reputation where go 
are; nothing having ſo great a Marlf 
of Reproach upon it, amongſt Scholer;Þt 
as a ſneaking Narrownels of Soul. The 
contrary is an agreeableMixture of Braf 
very and good Nature, and therefore 
truly valuable in it ſelf, and no leß 
magnify*d abroad; for the Genęroſityſ 
never fails of the Applauſe, and often 
covers great Failings; at leaſt it bribe 
the Craving World to wink at, or o. 


ver-look them. ?Tis for this Reaſon 


that 1 make'you a fair Allowance, and 
will rake care that the Returns be Pun. 


Haal ; for it proves not only an Injury 
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the Tutor, where this is not reaſonably 
obſervꝰ d, but it frequently helps to de- 
baſe the Spirit of the Scholar, and ſome- 
times puts him upon the greater Fol- 
lies and Extra vagancies. Manage there- 
fore your Porter ſo well, as not to be 


— 


with Blaſbing to decline any Fit or Cu- 
tomary Expences; and exerciſe your 
Frugality rather upon your Self than 
Abroad. But, not only for my Sake, 


SES. 


And Vain- glorious Affectation of appear- 
f ng Generous; and therefore keep the 

elt Company, and make it no part of 
your Pleaſure, and much leſs of your 
Voor, to beextolld at the Head of the 
Port. For beſides that the Praiſe (the 
Al chat you can gain there) is Merce- 


Mary, and you pay for it, *cis otherwiſe 
f little Value; for common Opinion is 
elways a better Judge of the Showing 


irtues than of the Real, and ſome- 
imes miſtakes fo groſly, as to give 
he Name of Virtue to Vice it ſelf. Let 
We therefore Recommend the Obſer- 
Fation of a ſtrict Jaſtice in all your A- 
ions, That which is the Root of all 


reduc'd to any Scandalous Straits, nor 


but your own, be above the Prodigal 


D Vir- 
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Virtue, and yer we too often ſee many i 
Appearances of Virtue without it, and 
the Shadows frequently out-ſhining the 
Saubſtance, in the Opinion of the Multi. 
tude, But a due Regard to this firſ 

Principle of what is Right and Equd, 
will lead you beyond what is Spectrom, 
to a Virtue of a real and intrinſick Va 
lue: It will particularly Inſtruct you 
to govern 8 Appetites, and to ma. 
ter your Vanity, teach you the truck 
Generoſity, and the beſt fort of Chari. 
ty, the being Kind and Bountiful with 
What is your amn; It will lift you a4 
bove the paltry Satisfaction of making 
a Noiſe and a Show in the World; and 
nouriſh in you a proper Greatneſs of Spi 
rit, that commendable Pride, of being 2 
Mam'd to run into Debt: It will frej 
you from a very diſagreeable Characte 
ef being ſecretly Baſe, tho* publickiy 
Mumiſicent; and raiſe you above thy 
outward fort of Greatzeſs, of living 
Sermptuouſly and making a Figure, 
the Loſs, and ſometimes with the Su 
terings, of other Men: In one word 
it will lead you to the beſt Manageme! 
of your Circumſtances; which not on 
20 n advance 


. 
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in the Unfverſity, 
advances the Comforts of Life, but will 


prove one of the beſt Humane Securities 


of your Virtue. 


AND now, tho?! it be no intended 
part of this Deſign to meddle with your 


Studies; yeras a Cloſe, it may not be 
wholly out of the way to remind you 


of following with ſome diligence thoſe 
peculiar to the Univerſity, For it has 
prov'd-· a Misfortune to ſome who ſer 


out from great Schools, that they are roo. 
ealily contented with their preſent At- 


tainments ; and are tempted to it, by 


comparing themſelves to others that 


come raw to the College, or at leaſt 
were not fo compleatly Heag d. Fall 
not into this idle Vanity, left in a 
little time you may ſee your ſelt ſhame- 
fully out-done by their Iadaſtry, whom 
before you might poſſibly look back 
upon with ſome degrees of Contempt. 
And continue not to pleaſe your ſelt ſo 
much with the Reliſh of a Claſ/ick, as to 
be without a Taſte of any other Learning. 
I am far from perſwading you to break 
off from a Pleaſure that may be of fo 


much farther Uſe to you, and will give 


> 2 | Or- 
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Ornament as well as Satisfaction co 
vyour Life; but to dwel/ upon it, is not 
only to defeat my Purpoſe of removing 

you, but your own Growth and Im- 
provement in any other Science: and it. 
will particularly hinder your Progreſs 
to the moſt uſeful practical Knowledge, 
that of Men and Things. | 

IPrAyY God bleſs you in all your 
Studies ; that you may ever. continue a 
faithful Servant to Him, and thereby 
a Comfort to 


Tour truly affectionate Father. 


in the Univerſity. 


A Short Prayer to be uſed in 
che Morning, before going to 
Chapel. 


Gracious God, for all thy Bleſſings 


from time to time beſtow d upon me; 


© particularly for the Refreſhment of 


this laſt Night, for my comfortable 
| Reft and Sleep, and the raiſing me in 
Health and Safety to the Light of 
this Morning. I am, through my dai- 
ly Tranſgreſſions, unworthy of the leaſt 
of theſe thy Mercies, but I humbly beg 
of thee Pardon and Forgiveneſs ; 
that thou wouldeſt be pleaſed to work 
in me a more Inward and affectionate 
Senſe of all thy Goadneſs tomards me, 
and that I may particularly. expreſs it 
by an impartial Obedience to thy Will. 
To that end, I dedicate my Self this 

D3 Day, 


Adore and Praiſe thee, moſt 
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and all the reſt of my Life, unto thy 
Service; beſeeching thee to aſſiſt me 
with an eſpecial Portion of thy Holy 
Spirit, to guide and direct me in all 
my Thouekts, Words, and Actions, to 
defend me againſt all Dangers and Tem 
ptations, and fo to Conductaue through | 
the whole: Courſe of my Life, until thou 
haſt brought me unto thy Self in 
Everlaſting Glory. Thu and "= | 
ever elſe thou ſeeſt Neceſſary for me, | 
I humbly beg for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chrift my Lord and Saviour. Amen. | 
Dur Father, which art in Heaven 
Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Ring- 
dom come. Thy Will be done in 
Earth, as it w in Heaven, Give us 
this day our daily Bread, And for- 
give us our Treſpaſſes, As we forgive 
them that Treſpaſs againſt us. And 
lead us not into Temptation; But de- 
liver us from Evil : For thine is the 


ö 


in the Univerſity. 
Kingdom, and the Power, and the 
Clory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


1 — — —— 
nnn. 


A Prayer before the Entrance up- 
on the Morning Studies. 


OST Holy Lord God, who 
art of purer Eyes than to be- 
hold Iniquity. yet declareſt thy ſelf s 
God hearing Prayer, and haſt invited 
all Fleſh to. come unto thee ; in an in- 


ward ſenſe of my Unworthineſs, and 


; in a penitent Diſpoſition of Soul, 1 a» 


gain approach thy Divine Preſence, - 


Beſeeching thee to accept of me through 
Jeſus Chriſt, and for bis ſake to Par- 
don all my Offences in Thought, Word 
and Deed, committed agamſt thee. 


And to fit me the better for thy Mercy 


and Forgiveneſs, enabling me truly to 


ſearch and examine my Ways, that 1 


D 4 may 
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may increaſe in a right Underſtanding 
of- my Self and of thy Holy Laws; 
and make me to know my Iniquit) and 8 
my Sm, and Confirm my Mind more 
and more m a deep Senſe of the Evil} 
of offending thee, that 1 may be t1uly 


Sorrowſul, in o/ * to a true Reben. 1 s 


tance, and do no more ſo Faoliſhly. | 
Let thy | continual Goodneſs leave the 
firongeſt. Impr efſiens, and thy continual 
Preſence fix a content Awe upon my 
Saul, that bath the Fear and Love of | 
thee may «qually reſtrain me from Evil, 
Create in nie a clean Heart, O God, | 
and renew a right Spirit within me, | 
that my Reſolutions may extend to the 


firſt Beginnings, and againſt all the | 


Occaſions of Sinning, and lead mie 
on in the ways of (Righteouſneſs for 


1 thy Name ſale. And becauſe ] can- 


not deceive thee, but J may too 
faſt uy deceive the World and my Self, | 


«ſift | 


— 


in the Univerſity, 


ſift my Endeavours to be Plain and 
Fincere in my Words, and traly Up- 
Wight in all my Dealings, and make me 
1th more able and more willing to 
| palk in Integrity b:fore thee, Endue 
ne with all the excellent Graces of 
| Hunilit). Meeineſs, and Charity; and 
phatever Good Work thou haſt wrought 
| u me, be pleaſed to. Accompliſh and 
| firm it unto the End, that 1 

- grow up and abound i in the Fruits 


F- 
| 


am bound in many Reſbects to Pray 
; or others, as well as my ſelf, 1 beſeech 
bee to extend thy Mercy to all Men, 
particularly to all Chriſtians ; and let 

Wis Church and "Nation, with the 
King's Majeſty, and all the Paſtors 
| ind Governours thereof, be under thy 

eſbecial Guidance and Protection: And 
pray thee, Bleſs this Society of which 
W am a Member, and let all our 


Studies 


'4 a Holy Converſation. Aud becauſe 
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Studies tend to thy Glory, with our on 
Improvement. Be Gracious to dl 
my Relations, Friends and Bene factors 7 
forgive my Enemies, and Comfort thoſe 
who are in any kind 15 Afftiftion off "I 

Diſtreſs. Guard me, I pray the 
Heavenly Father, from all the Eu 
Accidents of this Day, and grant, tha 
flying all Sloth and Idleneſe, I may ap 
ply my ſelf to my proper Buſt meſs ; an 
fo enlighten my Mind in the Reading ofÞ# 
thy Holy Word, that I may ſee th 
Wondrous things of thy Law, and kW 
thereby eſpecially directed to an In. 
provement in all Virtue and GodlineP 
of Life; that going on from one De. 
gree of Grace unto another, I ng 
at length be made perfect in Glot) 
Hear me, ] beſeech thee, through th 
Merits and Interceſſion of thy only Son, 
our Lord. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 


| 


in the Univerſity, 


A Prayer for the Evening. 


eat and onely Wiſe Lord, 
1 Creator of Heaven and Barth, 
2 2 /eeſt all our Ways, and under- 


'Vi andeſt all our Theugbts z I thy ſin- 
Ml! Creature humbly proſtrate my ſelf 


Wt thy Feet, in an inward Senſe of 
he Corruption aud Weakneſs of my 
Nature, appearing but too evident in 
e many Errors and Miſcarriages of 
„ Day. I acknowledge ,it is of thy 
preat Goodneſs and Favour, that not- 
utbſtanding theſe unworthy Provoca- 
Vonns, thou haſt not entred into Judge 
t with me, nor cut me off in the 


1 
$ dſt of my Sins, but haſt both given 
e Time to repent, and by ſtill can- 


Finuing to me Life, and Breath, and 
Things, wouldſt by thy Goodneſs 
ad me to Repentance : O let me not 


reſiſt 
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reſiſt thoſe moving Charms of thy Loh 
but be won by thoſe tendereſt Enden 
ments to reproach my Fully, and | 
riſe up in Indig nation agamſt my Self 
that I could offend againſt the Rich 
of ſo much Mercy; and let thu «fi 
fectually work in me a true Change 
Mind, and form Reſolutions of | 
ftrifier Care and Circumſpection in * 
Government of my Paſſions, and i] 
avoiding all the Opportunities and Tui 
dencies towards Evil; that thou may 1 
be inclin d, 0 Ach Father @# 
through the Mediation of thy Son, if 
pardon what is paſt, and to receiv 
me graciouſly. Forgive me alſo, | 
beſeech thee, all Neglects and Omiſimſ 
and Inperſections of Duty this Doi 
Increaſe in me all good Tnclinations if 
do thy Will, and fix upon my Mind d 
the _ ive Reaſons that may ek 


m 


1 


in the Univerſity, 4 
ue forward in the Improvement of my 
aF/irtues, and to the Advancement of 
„Honour and Glory. To that end, 

[| rengthen my Faith, and poſſeſs my 
ind with the conſtant Perſwaſion of 
1e after this, and that J muſt 
and before thee in Judgment. Let 
Je Vanity and Littleneſs of all Earth 
ly things be habitually in my View, 


Wu 
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ad enlarge my Belief and Hopes of 
be great Everlaſting Reward. And 
I heartily praiſe thee for thy aſtoniſh- 
I Love in Chrift Jeſus, which bas 
ade me capable of aſpiring to that 
%; let the Example of bis admi- 
Fable Life be contmtinually before me, 
nfo lead me up to it ; that by Digrees I 
Pray think nothing too much to do, or 
o ſuffer, ſo I may reach the glorious 
rige. Bleſs, I pray thee, all Man- 
0 lind, this Church and Nation in par- 


m ticular: 
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ticular : let the KING 's Majeſt 
with all Spiritual and Civil & Kay 


be under thy Special Guidance al 
Protection: And I pray thee, Bl 


this Society of which I am a Membn| 
and let all our Studies tend to th 
Glory, with our own Improve ment 
Be gracious to all my Relation 


Friends and Benefactors; forgive my 


Enemies, and Comfort thoſe who an 


in any kind of Acfiction or Diſtreſs. 


And I adore thy Goodneſs, O Gra 


cious God, for thy Care and Protectim 


of me this Day, and for the Bleſſing 


beſtowed upon it. Continue, I prq 
_ thee, thoſe watchful Inſtances of thy 
Providence over me this Night, ani 
mercifully Shield me from oy the i 
Aceidents and Dangers of it; ant 
vonchſafe me ſuch Comfortable and I 


cent Reſt and Sleep, that ] may « 


walt 


| 
j 
[ 
\ 


in the Univerſity, 


to praiſe thee, m 
Saviour. Ame ig onely Lord and 


Our Father, Cc. 


The End of the Firſt Part, 


le with a pure Mind and joyful Lips 
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SON ni the Univerſity. 


ON Second Thoughts, 

1 have ventur'd to give 
vou a few General Hints 

about the Kind of your 

Studies; as the Reſult of 

ſome little Obſervation and Experience; 

not to direct them, which is the Tator's 

part, but rather to lead your Inclina- 

tions to thoſe parts of Learning which a 

may be df the greateſt Uſe to you in 

the courſe of your Life: For the Short- 

{ ES neſs 
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neſs of that will not admit of a perſoſt 
Attainment of many things; and they 


Advice to a Son 


who are to be of Profeſſions, ought to 


make the cloſeſt Application to Thoſe 


parts of Kyowledge that will be moft 
ſubſervient to their mai» Parpoſe and 
Deſign. And this brings the large com. 
pals of Learning, eſpecially as it re- 
gards particular Perſons, within much 
narrower Bounds ; ſets the Mind upon 
diſtmguifingg rightly between what is 
neceſſary, and what is only ornamental. 
Which, well thought on, and conſi- 
derd-eatly, may not ouly prevent the 
dwelting-#niong ſome inſignificant A. 
muſements, but ſave much fruitleſs 
Labour too: It will put you into a 
Courſe ot ſtudy ing with Peſgu: which 
is the eaſieſt and moſt. profitable way 
of digging into thoſe Mines, and adds 
Cheartulneſs, with Succeſs, to the 

Toils of it. | 
AN Dp Languages, tho' only the SH 
of Learning, do yet call out for the firſt, 
and perhaps molt diligent, Application, 
ro Open a way to em. They are not 
only thefir# in courle, but che fitteſt 
Labours to be inured to, whilſt we are: 
| young 


in the tiniverſity. 


oung, and are therefore put upon us 
No Yoke, which we ſhou'd —_ ea- 
fily chuſe to bear in more advanc d 
Years: And beſides, every thing then 
making the moſt laſting Impreffions 
upon the Mind, the Memory treſh and 
retentive, the Will more pliant, and 
the Head freer from the greater Cares 
and Deſigus of Life; this ſurely is the 
fitte# Age far the Drudgery of learning 
Mords and Phraſes; and · frequent Ex- 
perience tells us ſo, when afterwards 
we really are, or at leaſt think we are, 
got above it. | 

Ho difficult a thing is it to apply 
our ſelves with any Cloſeneſs ro this 
{ troubleſome Work, and to ſpend that 
Seaſon of our Lite which calls for the 
Knowledge of Things, upon theſe their 
mere Iaſtruments of Conveyance to us! 
And this may both make you reflect 
with Pleaſure upon the Difficulties that 
are paſt, and apply your ſelf with 
Cheerfulneſs to what remains to be 
done, in beating your way thro? this 
neceffary Road ro Improvements, 


E 3 Os 
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Ox the Languages reckoned Learned, 
as conveying the Stories of Antient 
Knowledge to us, you have, in a good | 
Degree already, the Greek and Latin. 
And I pity thoſe, who by the Misfor- 
tune of an ill Education, have a double 
Lit upon them at the Univerſpcy, and 


muſt tug thro it, or be little the bet- 


ter for coming there, 

Lou will not eaſily neglect your 

Latin, being ſo frequently engag'd in 

it, but your Greek you may. Which 

yet as a Divine, or a Phyſician, may 
rove a fundamental Loſs to you, ſince 

ſome of the firſt Mazters of thoſe Pro. 


felſiont, not to ſay any thing of other 


Excellent mix'd Authors, are originally 
in that Language. 0 
AN p it is not only a Aeanneſs, that 
may ſomerimes put you to the Bluſh, 
but, as it may happen, create Error 
and Miſchief too, to take things at ſe- 
cond hand: It is likewiſe too great a 
Confidence plac'd in the Sincerity, if 
not in the Abilities, of a Tranſlator; who, 
if he does not ignor anti), may yet (as 
there are Parties alſo in the Common. 
Wealth of Learning) lead you wrong 
| * by 


r 
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by Deſign. Beſides, to draw from the 
the Fountain- head, is the ſhorteſt, as 
the ſureſt, way of having the clear and 

genuine Senſe of an Author, which may 
loſe much, eden oof not, regarding. 

or not underſtanding him well in his 
own Language. 


THEREFORE read Plato, Ariſtotle, 1 


Cc. (as to the Parts of Academical 
Learning, you are directed to in thoſe 
Philoſophers) in their Originals, and 
truſt not to their Commentators, who 


may either give you falſe Views, or 


bury the Authors Senſe under a Rub- 


biſh of unneceſſary Notes and Expli- 
cations. And as you come on to read 


the Scoichs, you will find ſome of the 


belt of that Sect᷑ in the ſame noble Lan- 
guage; and thus you will both keep 
your Greek, and have the true Taſte 
of the antient Philoſophy, by taking ir 
at the firſt Hand. | - 

As to the Eaſtern Languages, there is 


ſurely ſome Indecency in taking the 
Character of a Divine, and not under- 


ſtanding the Original of both Teſta- 
ments; and now is your Time to be- 


gin with the Hebrew Tongue; for as 


E 4 you 
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defer, a' yet greater Liſtleſsneſs and 


Averfion to it will every day increaſe Þ 
upon yon; and between falſe  Norions Þþ 
advanced by Pride or Lazineſs, about 
the Preſetence of the Original Text, 
and the fright ful Apprehenfrons of Dif- 
ficulty in learning the Tongue, you 
Will Have too many Examples to ſe. 
cond and nouriſh your Diſlike. Where- 


as one would think there is no room 
for a Difpate, whethet a Tranſlation, 


if it had al} that Venerable Authority a 
for it, ſome of which is now queſti- 


oned, was to take place before an O- 
riginal! and whether, in a Caſe of the 
Higheſt Moment, we ſhould ſupinely fit 
down contented, and receive things 
merely upon truſt! Whereas alſo the 
Hebrew is a moſt Simple and Uncom- 
pounded Language, conſiſting of a few 
Roots; not many Hundred compleat 
the whole b:b/e, and theſe and the Pa- 
. 7adiemata charged upon the Memory, 
will quickly overcome the fancied Dit- 
ficulties of that Tongue, and conſequent- 
ly give you ſome Inſight into others 
that have great affinity with it. For 
he who compaſſes one principal Lan- 


guage 


in the Univerfity, 
Iguage, caſily commands the reſt of che 


true of the Orientals, where, excepting 
ſome difference in the Characters, ile 
Diſſimilitude is reckoned to be che /raſt; 
lend if you thus begin early, and follow 
it wich a little Cloſeneſs, after you come 
to ſome competent Skill in the Fiebrin 
Trat of the Bible, you will eaſily keep 
tit by reading the daily Leſſons in bt, 
inſtead of your Septuagint, and may far. 


„ e ana 


Reading, as you ſhall ſee cauſe, In preſi 
f ng this, Iam far from thinking it ne. 
ceſſary that you fhould labour after a 
critical Niceneſs in any Language, un- 
leſs your Inclinations do ſtrongly lead 
you to it, and then I could wiſh it 
{might be rather made your Diverfion 
than your Buſineſs. But fo far as I ad- 
(viſe here, if an early and more fre- 
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| Hebrew Tongue, as it would help to 
to take ſome People down from their 
ſuppoſed Heights, not to be fo much 
gazed upon with Wonder, nor to look 
down with a ſupercilious Diſregard 
upon much betterAttainments, e 

| more 


ſame kind. And this perhaps is moſt 


ther advance afterwards in Rabin 


quent Application was made to the 


$7 
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more in the common way; fo on the] 
other fide would not Men of good Lear - 


5 * 


ning, and ſometimes neceſſarily led by | 


theirSubjects, be put to openConteſſon, 
and forc'd to do publick Penance for i 
their Deficiencies here? and ſurely for Þ 


want of nothing but a little early Ap 
plication to theſe Studies. 
Tu Modern Languages may be learnt 


at any time; and of theſe the French and 
Italian ſeem to be of the molt Uſe, 


But more than to underſtand them, is 
not worth your trouble; and this may 


be put amongſt your Diverſions : for Þ 


as to the Speaking them, I know but 


little Occaſion for it at home, and as 
Converſation chiefly teaches Pronunci- Þ 


ation, that will be beſt had, and pre. 
8 if you ſhould chance to tra. 
Vel. 12 iin 

BEING upon the Subject of Lan. 
ganges, it will appear odd if I ſay no- 
thing to you of your own, ſince it 
muſt be of conſtant uſe to you; and 
the Speaking and Writing it correct. 
ly; not only an Accompliſhment, but 
ſo neceſſary to molt Profeſſions. And 
there is yet no greater Reaſon to * 
TCH: | aftel 
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Hou are entirely left to your own Care 
About it. We are often accuſed of this 
great Neglect of our own Tongue, and 
not only the awful Practice of the 
Greeks and Romans brought in inſtance 
Negainſt us, but the remarkable one of a 

Neighbour ing Nation, who have fo high- 
y improv'd, and as it is urg'd, propa- 


d gated their Language by that Care. 


ho perhaps this Latter may be more 
uſtly attributed to their Conqueſts, or 
ö to the forc'd- out Colonies, that have ta- 
len Refuge amongſt their Neighbours, 
Bu x after all, our tedious way of 
teaching Grammar and Rhetorick in our 
schools, againſt which there is much 
. Complaint, may poſſibly make ſome 
. Amends for the other Neglect. For 

[theſe Foundation-Rules being well laid, 
. Ewhich are common to molt Languages, 
Jan Accurate or Polite way of Writing 
or Speaking, comes readily enough at- 
| @terwards by Reading and Imitation: 
but indeed not without it. * 210152 
FAI not therefore to be Conver- 
ant with ſome ofthe beſt of the Exg- 


% Authors, and if you ſpend. part af 


ſ the 


laſter your ſelf in this matter, becauſe 
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the Lords Day among ſome of th 
Writings of our Divines, it may give, 


you a double Improvement. 
AN p when you incline to read the 


French, if you tranſlate now and then 


* 

8 
me 
% 


from ſome Authors of Note, it mai] 


poliſh and adorn your Stile; for ther 


airy Wit and Language comes in fithÞ 


enough to temper and looſen the EN 
' fiſh way of Reaſoning, and helps pen 


* 
— — — — _ : 


haps to make up the moſt agreeabł 
Compoſition between Stifneſ and Lei 


vity, a Narrowneſs and a Redundancy 
of Words, | 
Uyzon the firſt View that I gan 
you of Logick, you ſeem d to be a little 
diſcompos?'d with the thoughts of it, 2 
_ ai fort of Rough Paſſage, by crabbet 
Words of Inſignificant Sounds, inte 
the Field of Knowledge. But you may 
remember, it was much like your 
Complaint, when you enter'd upon 
Grammar, and with what. ReluQancy 
you ſet out there, ſo as to declare 3. 
rm your being a Scholar, and to 6 
cit your Relations to diſſuade me from 
thinking of it. And yet after theſe fir 


Difficultzes were over, it became you! 
"Af; ; . OWN 
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een Choice; for I am an Enemy to 
e orcing of Inclinations. 


Now, that there ſhould be ſome 


Wicſt Rules in the way to Science as well 
Es Languages, is no ſtrange thing; ſince 
Ptis ſo with every thing of Worth, at 
ir Wcaſt when we attempt to be Maſters 
f it: And as I hope this has not 
Wiſcouraged you, but that you now go 
pn with ſome Pleaſure in the Art of 
Thinking and reaſoning well, after the 


ay is a little opened to you; ſo it is 
alſo my Hope, that you will farther 


Exerciſe your ſelf in it, and will not be 
bofluenc'd by any Examples to neglect 


publick or private Diſputations, or to 
eſpiſe the truly Academical Exerciſe, 
which is of more uſe in the learned 
Profeſſigs, and to every Man in his 
arther Converſation in the World, 
than ſome People are willing to think 


Tux Advancers indeed of the New 
Philoſophy, under any of its various 


Schemes, would not be thought Friends 


to the old Syſtematical Logick ; and yet 
tis obſeryable enough, when they ſer 
ſorth any of their own, how a 

they 
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hindring them in their, Searches aſte 
Truth, that J believe it is rather a Syn 
to Toung Men, and ſets forward thelt 


dom of Thought, and a greater Read. 
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fall in with good old Ariſtotle, only b I 
cloathing od Terms under nem Ideal [ 
which, as a late ingenious Writer male 
remarkable in a Foreigner of Name, (MW *© 
the Obſervation might be brought ya 
nearer home. | þ 
AND, that Logick and Diſpatin * 
ſer ves only to teach young People & va 
| 

| 

| 

| 

{ 

| 

| 


Opinionativenſs, with a love of Wrangliv 
and Contradiſtion, and puts them , rathy 
«pon an Endeavour to ſearch after Vitth 
than Truth, ſounds a little ſuſpiciouſly, 


and looks like venting our Anger : 


gainſt an Exerciſe that perhaps we have 
not been us'd to; if it does not reach 
10 far as to inſinuate our Prejudices 2 
gainſt thoſe Schools of Education that 
direct it. For the growing Judgment 


_ eaſily corrects that Pertneſs and For 
 wardneſs in Diſputing, which may be 


contracted by any Succeſs in theſe kinds 
of juvenile Conteits, And it is ſo far from 


Deſires after it. It certainly puts then 
upon cloſer Study, gives them a Free 


nels 


in the Univerſity, 
neſs to expreſs it, and ſo fits them the 


better both for Converſation and Bu- 


ſineſs. And it is remarkable enough, 


that in thoſe Colleges to which young 


Men come in a more advanc'd Age, 
and full fraught with Oratory and Poe- 
17, and conſequently look down upon 
Logick and Diſputing with Scorn, 
as a ſort of anintelligible Grbberiſh, that 
the Progreſs they make in any other 
ſort of Studies, is not at all proportion- 
able ro their Setting out ; and much'of 
it is derived from this miſtaken Height of 
being above the Rudiments of Academical 
buſineſs : Becauſe where there is any 


humble Touth of the Sett, who ſtoops 


down to the Numbering of Categories, and 
the Forming of Syllogiſms, he ordinaril 
irom thence makes his Progreſs wit 
greater Succeſs, proves eminent in the 
Univerſity, and ſeldom fails of being 
diſtinguiſhed in the World. 


For theſe are not mere uſeleſs Spe- 


culations, but go along with Scholars 
from the Univerſities, and are often very 
ſerviceable to them in their Profeſſians; 
and tho? they may have forgot the Terms 
of Art, and after long Diſuſe are 3 

a ble 
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able perhaps, if they were put upon it 
to argue with any Exactneſs in Mou 
and Figure; yer the good Effects d 


ily ſtay with them, and they are in. 
ſenſibly led to a more Methodical clear 
way of Speaking and Writing than o. 
ther Men, who have not been unde 
the ſame Academical Courſe of Studies 


and Exerciſe, or have neglected them 


andthe diflerence between theſe two 


ſorts of Men, is often obvious enough 


m Converſation, as well as Buſineſs Þ 
THAT this is of great Service at the 
Bar, will be readily granted; where 
there are ſo many Sides in an Argy- 
ment, and ſuch Various A ſpects and 
Appearances of things; ſo much Art 
axed in a Stream of Eloquence to give 
the faireſt Colours toa Defective Cauſe, 
and to make Probabilities riſe unto 
Truth. 
No the Logical Art helps more 
readily to diſcover the Fallacies in Ar- 
guing, to lay them open with Clear- 
neſs, and with a Maſterly Skill to 
diftinguiſh rightly, and to give a true 
State of the Caſe, by ſetting every 
thing in its proper light. Ano 
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AND I need not ſay what Aſſiſtance 
this gives to the Divine, not only in 
matters of Controverſy, where they 
have often to do with Artificial Men, 
and ſo much occaſion to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween Truth and Falſhood ; but in 
their more common Performances, where 
Plainneſs of Method, and Clearneſs of 
Reaſoning is ſo neceſſary, , and itis of 
ſo much importance to have right 
Notions, and to be able to form a true 
and proper Judgment of things. | 
AND therefore the having a Logical 
Head, is not only a Phraſe and Formali- 
ty amongſt them ; but Scholars, when 
they come out into the World, quickly 
feel the difference between the Want 
and rhe Benefit of it, and with what 
Diſadvantage thoſe appear at firſt, till 
Company or much Reading has taught 

them to think and reaſon ſomewhat 
better, who are altogether Strangers 
A | 

For I will add, that this Art is not 
without its Uſe, even in Common Con- 
verſation, eſpecially in a Country of 

| Freedom, ſuch as ours; where there is 
not only ſuch an open Communication 
| F 0 
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of thoughts about all manner of Know. 
ledge, but ſuch Variety of Opinions, | 
both in Religion and Politicks, and as 


great a Liberty in venting the m with. 
out Controul. 

Now this Right of ſpeaking our 
Thoughts freely, is highly aſſerted by 
tome, who yet are great Decryers of 
Logick : whereas ſome Taſte of that 
does beſt uphold this ſort of Converſa- 
tion, furniſhing Men with the Art of 


Dexterity to oppoſe, and with ſuitable. 


Skill ro /o/ve Difficulties, and to main- 


_ tain an Affertion with equal Strength, 


And it this be one of the great Advan- 
rages of Society, and the trueſt way ef 
improving by it, is to be got from the oppo- 
ſite Arguings of Men of Parts, then muſt 
Logick be acknowledged to be fo far 


uſeful, at leaſt, as it helps to give us 
ſome of the belt Improvements by 


Society. 

AND as to the Heats and Indecencies 
in diſputing, or the cleaving to an Argu- 
ment, without taking any Anſwer 10 it : 
theſe are- not learned from Logical 
Rules, which are rather a Means to 
prevent them; but are ofteneſt a- 

| mongſt 
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mongſt thoſe who are at the greateſt 
diſtance from all Rules of Art, and are 
commonly derived from Ignorance, or 
a Moral Cauſe, Mens ungovern'd Paſſi- 
ons, their Pride and Stiffneſs, or their 
great Iuſincerity, which I think an Uni- 
verſit- Education does not naturally 
lead to. 

Fos the firſt ſort. of Philoſoph that is 
taught there, and ordinarily the next 
to Logick, is that which is called Moral, 
that is, as it regards the Affections and 
Diſpoſitions ot the Mind, and the Di- 
rection or Government of Human A- 


may be got by a Man's own Obſerva- 
ion upon himſelf and the World about 
him (and therefore it was in this re- 
ſpect attain'd to early) yet, as Socra- 
pes began it, it is now reduc'd into 
Art; and Ariſtotle's Ethicks are perhaps 


| 


any we have had ſince, 

THis is a Stady not only for Specu- 
ion bur Vſe, as it teaches the Art of 
onduct, and that with regard to a 
Man's own Eaſe and Comfort, as well 
is the good of the World; by diſco- 
F 2 vering 


. 


ions; of which, tho? a great deal 


as good a Syſtem of Moral Philoſophy, as 
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vering the Sources of the ſeveral Paſſion: 


and nicely diſtinguiſhing them; and 


thereby offering to fair Hints, hic 
of our ow are predominant, and how 
we may correct and diſcipline them, 
and make them, as they are deſign't 
£0 be, truly ſerviceable to us; by ranging 
the Vertacs under their ſeveral. Heads, 


and their Comntrarries into equal Rank 


againſt them, ſetting out all their prope: 
Values and Degrees, and what Relation 
they ſtand in towards one another. 
AND thus are de the better enable 
to know. our ſelves: the Good and Evi 
of our own ACtions, and thereby Infor 
ztion-is had in what we want, and 
Comfort in wlat we have attain'd to; 
and it teaches us alſo to ł uo the World, 
and atter the beſt manner to deal and 
converic in it; how to behave our 
telves im all Relations, as Fublick 01 
Private Perſons. F 
THE At of 1 from the 
Throne to the Cottage, iS begun here, 
and reaches as far as Rules without 
Practice and Experience can teach ii 
and the Art of Demeanour too. 
mean not that which Faſhion and Caſton 
preſcribes, 
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reſcribes, and is only had by going «- 
broad, but what maybe met with in the 

Cloſet, what Nature and Reaſon lay be- 
fore us. In a word, from hence we 
ſet out in the beſt manner to the Kom- 
ledge of Men and Things, and attain to 
what ordinarily gives Proſperzty, and 
never fails of Eſteem in the World, 
Wiſdom in Council, Dexterity in Buſineſs, 
and Agreeableneſs in Converſation. | 

AND you will not need, I believe, 
any — to apply your ſelf to a 
Study of this ſort, with Chearfulneſs 
anda willing Mind, nor ſhall I urge of 
what Uſe it is to Men of all Profeſſions, 
and particularly to the Divize. 

Bu r here you'll ſay, I have left out 
the firſt and main Point of Ezhicks, 
the Summum Bonum, the Spring and 
Foundation of it all, without which 
Vertue is a very moveable and uncer- 

tain thing. | 
L have ſo; but it is indeed becauſe 
« MW Philoſophy could never find it, and all 
its Numerous Sects ſought after it to 
b little purpoſe. What they could do, 
vas at beſt, to furniſh out a Vertue, 
vhich they have done, with great Arc 
J | F 3 and 
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and Diſtinction, to ſerve in a meaſure 


the purpoſes of this preſent World| 


whole groznd is Praiſe and Reputation, 
or what would be call'd by the mor 
refined Name of Honour, and which 


might go ſomewhat farther, by ms 


king the Satigſaction of Doing or Suft. 
ring in a brave Cauſe, the Reward t 
it ſelt. 

AND tho *tis not to be denyꝰd that thi 
has done its wonders, and ſometime 
raiſed Men to Actions above theirs wh 
have pretended to a much higher 


Principle; it only ſhows how far: 
ſudden Heat of Gemeroſiry, or an obſt: 


nate Beat ia human Nature, cat 
carry Men, . 

Bur tho' theſe Hights, founded up 
on the Love of Virtue for it ſelf, may 
look Noble and Daring, yet will they 
not bear any cloſe Examination, and 
how brave ſoever it appears, it has not 
the moſt reaſonable Foundation for it, 
For what real Satisfaction can any Mat 
feel, by making himſelf Miſerable, if ht 
have nothing elſe in View, but Praiſe: 
which he ſhall never hear, or the ana-. 
EET TS count alli 
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countable Pleaſure in himſelf, for doing 


Wan odd Thing, as a Renard of it. 


W1THOUT the Belief therefore of 
a Life after Death, Virtue is.indeed but 
a faint and languid Thing, however 
finely deſcrib'd and reaſon'd upon, and 
ſet out tous with all the Beauties of 
of Art and Eloquence: And ſince Phi- 
loſophy, after all its Labours, could give 
no fairer Aſſurances here, it muſt nceds 
be Defective in the very belt of its 
Schemes of Morality, as coming ſhort in 
its main End. 

AN p yet are Ethics a Study both 
Pleaſant and Profitable not only to the 
Publick Inſtructors in Religion, but in- 
deed to all, who are Maſters of any 
Leiſure, to ſee what La bours Men were 
at, preſs'd by the Natural Importuni- 
ty ot their own Minds, to ſeek after 
Happineſs; and in the Search, how con- 
feſſedly puzzled to hit upon any pro- 
per Means to attain it, or where to fix 
the ultimate End of Human Actions) 
And into what a Srange Variety of O- 
pinions does this Diſorder lead them; 
and yet in the bewildred Chace anc 
Rovings after it, how many excellent 

. —" 5 
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Rules are laid down, as if they were 
indeed in View of the great Principle to 
direct them; I mean not only as to 


Socrates and Plato, who thought beſt 


of GOD and an mortal State, tho 
ſhown only in ſome ſcatter'd Sentences, 
and mix'd with many apparent Dowbts; 
but as to all the ſuccteaing Seils domn. 
wards, who departed but too much trom 
theſe two great Maſters, in their Wiſhes 
and Conjectures about a Life to come; 
and yet followed them in writing with 
an uncommon Spirit, and with more 
Connexion about inward and outward 


Fe tue, the Government. of the Paſſions, 


and the Meanneſs and Contempt of ſep. 
ſible Enjoyments; that one cannot but 
ſtand amazed at the Force of human 
Wit and Sabtilty, which could carry 
things to ſuch a degree, without the 
Suppoſition of a future State. 

AND altho' it is therefore true, that 
ſome of their Actions reach'd not up to 
the height of their Words, yet we 
have What is extraordinary in 3018 kind 
alſo; and that we have not more, may 
yet be much leſs our Surprize, whillt 


e behold ſo many falling ſhort of their 


Profeſſions 


* i 
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proſeſſions, who yet have far nobler 


Ends, and ſuch mighty Aſſiſtances laid 
before them. | 
IT is indeed ſomewhat leſs amazing 
to have a Cicero, and a Seneca, and an 
Antoninus laying Maxims of Vertue be- 
ſore us, and the Conqueits of thoſe 
Difftcvlxics, wherein they were never 
like to be try'd 3 yet you muſt own that 
the Wonderful Epictetus was not above 
his own Rules, and in both doing and 
laying ſuch excellent things, he was 


ſree as a Monarch, and greater than 


any Lord of the Univerſe. | 
THA firit of theſe, as a Philoſopher, 
{ would recommend to your reading; 
his Offices, his Bocks de Finibus and the 
laſculan Queitions, particularly, where- 
in you have moral Philoſophy at the 
Height of Argument, and ſet. out with 
all the beautiful Force that Wir and 
Eloquence could give it; and the /a# 
as an amazing inftance in an Heathen, 
who makes ſuch near Approaches both 
in his Rules and Life, to our Holy 
Religion, tho even without a Tenaency 
to the great Principle of it, a Life Ever- 


laſting. But there indeed that is, in the 


holy 
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holy Scriptures which teach it, is on. 


ly to he found the plaine ſt and the fullf 

Morality, as well as the great Founds. 
tion of it all, without which it riſes not 
beyond Paint or Shadow ; and there- 
fore ſo juſtly ſet out in irs true ſolid 
Worth by thoſe Hoh Oracles, in practi. 


eal Rules and Plain Precepts, to ſerve the 


common Uſe of Life, clean from pom. 
pous Words, unmix'd with dry Spe- 
culation, and void of Metaphylical Sub. 
tilcies, with which the beſt ot Heathen 
Moraliſts too much abound, | 
AN p now I have led you thus far, 
to go beyond itat preſent is perhaps to 
carry you ſomewhat out of your Depth, 
T will therefore only give you a ſhort 
view of your Following Studies, ſome 
of which will rather afford Pleaſure 
and Entertainment, than anſwer the 
more ſolid Purpoſes of Lite. 
NATURAL Philoſophy has a large 
Circumference, and takes in many 
things which tall under other Heads, 
and, ſtrictly ſpeaking, are of a Phyſcco- 
Mathematical kind. But the Principles 
of this Philoſophy ordinarily come under 
the chiefeſt Regard here. 
8 of 12 
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THE Works of Nature, as to the 
outward View, ſeem to be moſt eaſy 
and obvious things to our Conſiderati- 
on; but if we attempt to look nearer 
into their Cauſe, and the ſecret A ffecti- 


ons of them, which is the proper Bu- 


ſineſs of a Philoſopher, it will be found 


one of the greateſt Difficulties under 


the Sun. | 

Tus general Search, as it is a run- 
ning over the Wonders of che Creation, 
affords moſt delightful Plea ſure and In- 
ſtruction with it, as it gives us a View 
of ſo many fine and excellent Effects, 


whoſe Cauſes, naturally ſpeaking, are 


ſo much hid from us 
AN» this, one would think, ſhould 
unavoidably lead Men to the 'Adora- 
tion of the great Cauſe and Mover of all 
things: And when one ſees a Searcher 
into Nature's Secrets talling trom the 
Belief ofa GO D or a Providence, where 
he beholds ſo many Wonders, and 
meets with ſo many Dithculties to diſ- 
cover their natural Riſe; it is not an 
uncharitable Preſumption to aſcribe it 
to a jadicial Curſe upon him, either for 
ſetting out in his own Strength, and 
15 5 2 1 mixing 


75 


76 


Advice to a Son 


mixing ſo very little Religion with his 
Enquiries, or elſe for falling in love 
with himſelf, his own Theory or Hypo- 
theſis ; a ſort of Infatuation that often 
blinds him in other reſpects, and there. 


fore the leſs Wonder if it ſtupifies him 


here. 

IT was ſo of old, as the holy Oracles 
tell us, when the World by Wiſdom knen 
not G O D, that is, abounding too much} 
in their own, they fell ſhort of the prin- 


cipal Point of true Wiſdom. 


I WouLD not have you be altoge- 
ther a Stranger to the o Philoſophy, how 
much ſoever out of Vogue, ſince it 
comprehends a good deal of the Hiſtor 
Natare, which, tho very defective, 
will yet make you the more ſenſible of 
the Improvements made upon it; and 
altho* many of the Phraſes, with the 
Solutions in this Philoſophy, and ſome of 
its Principles, are unintelligible, yet you 
muſt be content to be a little acquain- 
ted with them, ſince both Diſputation 


and Converſe, in the Univerſity particu- 


larly, will require it. * 
THE new Philoſophy, as it is call'd, 

tho? in its fr ff Principles as old as Demo- 

8 crilus, 
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critus, receivd great Advantage from 
the Management of the famous Des c ar- 
tes; who indeed has recommended his 
Hypotheſis rather from the Art and Dex. 
terity of his Explications, than from 
its Probability or any Foundation for 
jt in Nature. And tho? I fee not the 
Adyantages that the reading of it can 
give to Religion, as a late Author has 
thought fit to urge it in his Advice to 
his Children, yet comparatively as an in- 
genious Scheme of Philoſophy, it may be 
worth ſome of your Regard. | 
Bur indeed, the Philoſophy that is 
founded upon ſome Obſervation and 
Experience, and which has more juftly 
obtain'd, as it has been greatly im- 
prov'd of late, will deſerve your cloſer 
Application, as far as your Leiſure and 
Circumſtances may afford it. And in 
Truth, it is the moſt proper Entertain- 
ment for a Perſon of Eaſe and Eſtate, 
and therefore in a Kingdom where it has 
been ſo nobly ſet a foot, and the inge- 
nious Labours met with ſo much Suc- 
cels, a Gentleman of Lerters ( and what 
is a Gentleman without them?) can- 
| | | not 
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not be excuſed if he ſpends not a part 
of his diverting Hours this way. 

METAPHYS1ICKS are of ſome uſe 
to the Divine; for there is no reading 
of the School. men without having a 
taſte of them; and theſe have theit 
Benefit, which has been reap'd from 
'tm ſometimes by thoſe very Perſons 
who have been forward enough to 
have exploded them. What has been 
ſaid of Logick, with which Metaphyſicks 
have a near Alliance, may ſuperſede 
any further Obſervations here, only 
the latter, where incapable to be fairly 
underſtood, cannot be reckoned of any 
great Uſe, but only to make the Igno- 
rant ſtare, For theſe being chiefly 
converſant about ſupernatural or ab- 
ſtracted Truths, ſall not eaſily within 
our Knowledge, and how true ſoever 
within themielves, as rhey are in a 
great meaſure above our Comprehen- 
fon, there will be Difficulties in the 
Expreſſion ; and what cannot be clear- 
ly expreſs'd, is not caſily to be under- 
ſtood. | | | 
Bur I would have you ſomewhat 


acquainted with the Diſtinctions and 


Terms 


* 8 —=. —— — — 


in the Univerſity. 


Terms of Art | not only becauſe Lear- 
ned Cuſtom has adopted many of 
them, but they may prove of Uſe, 
where there is Judgment enough to 
maſter 'em ; and theſe may be had 
from the ſhorteſt Syſtems, if not to 
make you a ſubtle Man your ſelf, yet 
to leſſen your Admiration of thoſe that 
are ſo. 

ASTRONOMY 5b a noble part of 
mix'd Phiſiolog y, and hardly any View 
of the Works ot Nature gives us grea- 
ter Diverſion and Aſtoniſhment to- 
gether. And altho the ew Hypotheſss, 
yet by ſome reckon'd as old as Htha- 
goras, ſeems much more reconcilable 
to Reaſon and Nature, yet is it not, 
without ſome harſh Difficulties in its 
Toitulata, 

THERE is a Pleaſure in reading 
both the Sy#ems ; for rhe Prolemaick, 
having leſs of Nature in it, does there 
fore abound in Art; nor can the Coper- 
nican be ſo well underſtood, without 
knowing ſomerhing of the other firſt, 
lor it values it ſelt upon doing things 
more compendioully, which the 04 
Hypotheſis goes fo tar about to pertorm. j 

| 5 Bur 
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Bur what is full as Entertaining 
and much more Certain, is derive 
from the Inventions and Improvement 
of later Days, by which the amazing 
things, as to the Bulk, Diſtance an 


Motions of the Celestial Bodies, hau 
been clearly diſcover d: for as to the 


farther Knowledge of the Nature and 


Sabitance of them, unleſs we could tak: 


a Flight into thoſe 1ma27zary World, 
we mult be content to be without 
it. | | 


_ ©®:Geoeraray follows this, and the 


Knowledge of the Globe is of Neceſſity 
there ; which, as a curious Invention, 
ſer ves not only to Entertain, but 5 
greatly helpful to the Buiſie Life, and 
Ma ps in their Degrees anſwer the ſame 
Purpoſe ; and by both we may be 


made acquainted with a good Compaſs 
of the Earth, without travelling it o- 
ver, eſpecially if the Hiſtorical part of 
Geography be added to them, Which 


gives us the Detcription of Men and 


Things. "Fo 


ng and no Jeſs Uſeful 


Power of the Load#one will come in 


here. And the Flux and Reflux of " 
| Ses 


in the Univerſity. 


Sea will give Occaſion for many profi- 
table and entertaining Reflections, not 
to ſay any thing of Winds, Mountains, 
Minerals, or of the Moveables in the 
Air, Sea, and Earth, which, with the 
reſt, ſet forth ſo great a. part of the 
Hiſtory of Nature. And fiace Naviga- 
tion has ſo largely extended it ſelf, that 
has much advanced the Obſervations 


and Experiments, which have made 


Natural Philoſophy not only a more Cer- 
tain, and every way more Diverting, 
but alſo a more Uſeful Science. 


AND now, as a great deal of this 


is Hiſtorical, it can hardly fail of draw- 
ing the Inclinations of Toath to it, who 
are -any way Bookiſhly 2 And 
happy is the Gentleman if he falls into 


it, ſince, as it is beyond Sports, it 


proves an excellent Relief, when 
Weather or Wearineſs makes them 
unfit for em; and ſeems a much 
better Amuſement. than Mxufick, or 
even than Poetry it felt. 

And tho” I think Mauſick is to be ap- 
plied to by thoſe that have a Genius 
for it, and who are not otherwile eaſily 
able to retire, yet is there ſo much 


G Pains 
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Labour, unleſs a Man lives long e- 


indeed Maſick comes in as a charitable 


Adpite to a Bon 
Pains neceſſary, to pleaſe ones ſelf in it 
that it can hardly ever anſwer the 


nough to fail in his Eye-fight, and then 


Refuge, when more Manly Emplop. 
ments fail, 4a | 

Bu T you who are to have Studying 
for your Buſineſs, and not only for 
your Diverſion, muſt Beware of dwel. 
ling here, and making any of theſe 
Delightful things your main Point, ot 
ſuffer the beſt of them all to take 


Poſſeſſion of your Heart. 


AN p ſomewhat to prevent it, 1 
would have you, when your Tati 
thinks it a fit Seaſon to begin in 'em, 
15 ſome of your time to the 40. 
Rracea Mathematical Sciences, not only 
as they are of Service to many Parts 
of Leaf ning, and particularly Ufeful, Il * 
as they now tell us, in Phyſick and A. 
aatomy ; but as they may greatly help 
to call back the Mind from the Diver- 
fions of Reading, by a little of their 
Cloſeneſs and Severity, to more uſeful 
and neceflary Studies. | 


» AND 


„„ FF CD a” 


2 AND tho? you may have no Occa- 
ſion to reduce Mathematical Knowledge 


in the Univerſity. 


to Practice, or to apply the properties 
of Lines and Numbers, of Surfaces or 


Solids to Natural Things, which 


brings Geometry and Arithmetict rather 


under a Mechanick Conſideration ; 
yer this hinders not your Endeavours 
to underſtand or examine and ſolve a 
Problem, Which may the better lead 
you into a cloſer Reaſoning and Writing 
the Demonſtration-way, and, as it may 


happen, give ſome Benefit, and, it may 


be, add Pleaſure to your Life. | 

So ME Skill in Chronology is neceſ- 
fary as in Geography, to read Civil or 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory with Profit. 

Bur I am ſenſible I have already 
exceeded, and I ſhould not have offer- 
ed ſo many things to your Conſiderati- 
on, buc that I was willing to do this 
Buſineſs once for all. | 

Bur I may juſtly break off at a 
Study, which may belong rather to 


mature Age, and be fitter, if you like 


it, for another part of your Life; and 
line I am got again into this Story, 
ſhall: only leave one Obſervation more 

— > with 


» - 


Advice to a Son | 
with you, as a Concluſion: to theſe 
Remarks, which is, That in all your 
Readings of: this kind, you endeavour 
to be acquainted with the Natural, 
Civil, and Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories of your 
own Country, as very Fitting, and a5 
Entertaining, and much more Prof. 
table, than any other. fi; 


a.) | 


Joa Aﬀettionate Father, &c. 
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Divine ART. 


Plaialy i intimating what Subject, Me- 
| | thod- and Style may be Requilite 


in it. 


BEING A 


LETTER, written to One newly 
Admitted in to OR DERSͤ; But Re- | 
commended to all of chat HOLY | 
FuNCTION. 


ö Give Attendance i to Exbort at ion, t Tim. 2. 4, Fo 
. Which ſhews the way of rightly dividing the Word of 
Truth, 2 Tim. . 


London, Printed by E. P. for ]. BROWNE, at 
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Preaching, Cc. 
1 


HEN you enter upon the 
Ae Work of the Miniſtiy, you 
will eaſily agree with me, 
that you are to engage in 
a very Weighty and Seri- 
ous Employment; in which you are to 
deliver Meſſages from the God of Hea- 
ven to wandering Mankind, whom yc 

undertake to conduct through a Weld 
of Errors, Sin and Miſery, to a Haven 
of Bliſs, Lappinels and Peace. Conſi- 
gering which, you cannot but ſee Rea- 
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'7ſon to conclude, that you are to Sepa: 


rate your ſelf from the World, and the 


Affairs of it, as much as vou can, that 
vou may, with the more Diligence and 


Care, wholly attend upon fo great a 


Buſineſs, And the greater the Work is, 


the more you will ſce your {elf oblig'd 
to engage in all thoſe Studies, and im. 
proveall thoſe Helps, and Means that 
can be thought neceſſary to fit you for 


ſuch an Undertaking. As for the Stu- 


dies you are to engage in, you, doubt: 
leſs, know that one ſort 1s but Prepara. 
tory to another; as the learning the 
Alphabet is in order to Reading, and 
learning the Grammar in order to the 
underſtauding thoſe Languages, that may 


fit a Perſon tor the reading the Uſeful 


Authors in 'em; and the reading thoſe 
Uſeful Authors, is but in order to the 
intorming he Underſtanding, and the 


rendering the Perſon capable of making 


a Judgment of thoſe Things he at any 


time meets with. 


TAE Reaſon therefore why you 


learn'd Latin, is not that with Eaſe 
you may be able to cap Latin Verſes, ot 

” . ” is * 1 1 / 
erſticiſe upon Worgs, as ſome too pedan- 


rically 


' 


Rules foz Pzeaching, 
tically do; but that by Reading you 


e may be able to underſtand thoſe Lear. _ 


+ ned Mens Works, who have written in 
i chat Tongue. So the Knowledge of 
rest, and Hebrew, is but in order to 
the apprehending the Meaning of ſome 
obſcure Place in Scripture, which can 
only be underſtood by being acquain- 
ted with the peculiar Idioms of thoſe 


Languages. 


have fitted your ſelf with the Knowlege 
of theſe Tongues, ſo far atleaſt as to be 
able to read and underſtand the moſt 
Uſeful Authors, and pprehend the Idiom 
of theſe Languages: And I muſt alſo 
preſume, that you have gone through a 
Courſe of Philoſophy, ſufficient at leaſt 
to direct you how to form and purſue 
any Reaſon from any Topick, for the 


Natural and Metaphyſical Entities; all 
which will be Neceſſary for you to have 
ſome Acquaintance with,that you may 
be able to underſtand thoſe Terms of 
Art, uſed among the Learned, form a 
right Judgment of all Things, regu- 
ate the Manner of Reaſoning, and be 
x. rendred 


ISHALL take it for granted, that you 


inſtructing you in the Nature of Moral, 
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Method, Style, and Manner will be at 


tage. 


Ll 
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rendered capable of apprehending what 


any time fit for your Purpoſe, that you 0 
may manage all to your beſt Advan. 
PRESUMING upon theſe Things, 
I ſhall detain you no longer upon the 
Preliminaries, but proceed immediately 
to the Buſineſs of Preaching, in which 
you have ſollicited my Advice; and 
though in this Matter I might with 
great Advantage refer you to other; 
who have at large written on this Sub- 
jet; yet, ſeeing you have unboſom' 
your Thoughts to me, by ſome Perſo- 
nal Conferences, whereby I have had 
the opportunity of diſcovering wherein 
you will, in my poor Opinion, moſt need 
my Advice; Iſhall be capable of ſpeak- Wa 


ing more particularly to the Caſe, and Wa 


therefore think my ſelf oblig'd to com (Wo 
ply with your Deſire. A 
An that I may do you the beſt Ser- Wi 


vice I can in this Affair, I efteem it re- 


quiſite to offer you my Thoughts upon \ 
theſe following Heads; 7; c 
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it SUBJECT, 
ue the METHOD er Sermons, 
N and 

STYLE 


Of the SUBJECT of Sermons, 


As far the Subject of Sermons, you 
ay very well know the Subject Mat. 
er of thoſe Diſcourſes ought to be ſome 
Truths and Daties of Religian, which 
ate to be Explain'd, and recommended 

o your Auditory: for you come not into 
the Pulpit to talk of Law, Phyſick or Philo- 
ophy,or to tell pleaſant Stories, or dole. 
ful Legends, but to diſcourſe of thoſe 
things in Religion, wherein God s Glo 

and the Good of Mens precious Souls 
are deeply concern'd. This is, and 
ought to be yours, nay every one's Sub- 
ject, and concerning that, I would 
humbly adviſe you in this manner. 
H,, Pir ch always upon the moſt 
Uſetul and Pertinent Subject that you 
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of Man, the Deſert of Sin, the Way 104 
void the Miſery Sin deſerved, the Di 
we owe to God, our Neighbours, and on 
Selves. Thoſe I call pertinent, that ar 


moſt fitted to the Capacities and Ne. 


ceſſities of the Auditory; to both which 
you ought to have a ſpecial regard in 
the Choice of Subjects, and not to pitch 
upon high Matters to a Country Aud. 
tory, who have not a Capacity of a 
prehending them; and you ought t9 
conſider alſo the Neceſſit) of all you 


_ Hearers, and to handle ſuch Subject; 


as upon enquiry you find moſt ſuitabl: 


to what they Need; this you will he 


more particularly oblig'd to regard 


when you come to be ſettled in a 


Place: where, upon Converſing wit 
the People, you will find what mol 


generally they are Ignorant of, what 


Duties they moſtly neglect, or what 
Sin or Error they are moſtly addidted 
to; and ſo you ſhall level your Diſcourk 


accordingly. But in the mean time, be 
ſure to avoid all Vnuſaal and Aﬀettu 


Subjects, which will rather amaſe that 


edify your Hearers, for the great Things 
you ought to aim at, ĩs the Edityingol 


others; 
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others; for that, you doubtleſs know, 
ought to be the End of all Preaching ; and 


ou can't in a better manner promote 


that End, than by taking Care to chuſe 


the moſt Uſeful and Pertinent Subjects, 


in which you deſign ſome Particular Ad- 
vantage to the Auditory; which, if you 
ſo do, your Sermons will not be at ran- 
dom, as thoſe are who Preach as Men 
that ſhoot at Rovers, and never hit the 
Mark , becauſe they never aimed at 


any. 


theſe Circumſtances, viz, but a Begin- 
ner in this Work, chuſe not a Subject 
that is too High and Lofty (that is) to 
handle, but chuſe that which is moſt 
Eaſy and Common, and which you have 
ſome competent Underſtanding of, be- 
fore you read any further about it; for 
it you ſhould attempt a Subject above 
your preſent Reading and Capacity, 
your will quickly be puzzled and diſ- 


couraged, and then either break off 


from it, or elſe handle ic with little Sa- 
tisfaction, either to your ſelf or others; 
but when you Engage in a Subje& you 
have already ſome Underſtanding of, 


Secondly, WHilsT you are in 
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„ou Will go through it with Courag 
Jad Com bort, — all things wi 
dffer themſelves with Eaſe and Clear. 

neſs to you. | 
Thirdly, Havixe pitch'd upon | 
Subject, then read all the Authors you 
have upon that Subject, the Index ſhey. 
ing you where the Author treats of it: 
and in reading, mark the Place of Sci 
pture, urg d for what is faid ; obſerve 
the Method, the Reaſons, and the In 
terences the Author uſes, which pol: 
ſibly may be ſomething to your Pur. 
poſe. By doing this, you will become 
more and more acquainted with the 
Method, and you will ſce how your No. 
tions agree with others, you will be 
| farniſhed with much Matter, and meet 
3 with ſuch Hints, as will be capable to 
| be improv'd by you to great Advyai» 
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= tages: but of this be Cautioned, that 
| you make as little Uſe as may be of the 
Expreſſions of thoſe Authors, but take 
: as much of the Sea/t and Reaſon of 'em 
| I as you find needful, and uſeful to your 
_ Purpoſe, and put them all into your 

own Method and Order. 
| . | Fourth, 


. „ , mw 
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Fourthly, H av1ins fix'd upon your 
Subje, and read upon it, then chuſe 
ſome pertinent Text to head your Sub- 
jet; and if your Reading does not fur- 
niſhyou to your Mind, as ſometimes it 
may not, then conſult your Bible and 
Concordance, and be ſure to chuſe ſuch 
a Text as does plainly direct and lead 


Interpretations, is conſtru'd, perhaps 
againſt its natural Inclination, to look 
towards the Subject; left the Diſcourſe 
be found impertinent to the Text; and 
then again an impertinent Text to a 
good Diſcourſe, is as incoherent as a 
Glaſs Head to a Golden Body. 

Fifthly and Laſtly, IN your ſecret 
Prayers deſire Go p to direct you, in 
your Choice of fit Subjects ; ſuch as 
may be for his Glory, and the Edifica- 
tion of others, and beſeech him to help 
you in the Managing one to the beft 
Advantage; ſeeing you are to ſpeak in 


the Name of Goo to the People, you 


cannot but think it fit and reaſonable, 
you ſhould ſeek for his Direction and 
Breſſing in that Matter, you 9 a 


\ 


you to your deſign d Subject; not ſuch . 
an one as, by long Inferences and forced 
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doubt of his Aſſiſtance, if you duly 


addreſs to him. Thus much Obſerye 
as to the Sabject matter of your Sermonz, 


Of the M ETHOD to be Obſerved in th 
making them, 


As to the Method you are ao obſerve 
in making Sermons ; after you have 
choſen the Text and Subject, you wil 
do well to manage it in this following 


manner: 


Hirt, V ou may uſher in your Diſ. 


courſe with an handſome and pertinent 


Preface 3 which is to be done, by pitch 
ing-upon ſome general and well known 
Topick, and handling it fo, as to bring 
it down to the Text and Subject; but 
you muſt take Care that you do not 
often make uſe. of the ſame Toprck for 
different Subjects; for that will not on- 


ly argue a Poorneſs of Fancy, but make 


you alſo Ridiculous : fo that your To 


pick ought to be as various as your 


Subjects, and you ſhould manage your 


Diſcourſe ſo, as to give an. Epitome ol 


your following Diſcourſe in it, to cap» 


tivate the Auditors Minds, and to en- 
gage 
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gage them to Attention. But the doing 


of this requires much Reading, great 
Foreſight, and no ſmall Judgment in 
Things; and therefore it's a little dif- 
ficult to manage it as it ought to be; 
and ſince it is not abſolutely Neceſſary 
to be uſed, I would adviſe you to uſe 
it but — till more Reading, or 
Ripeneſs of Judgment does qualifie 
you for it: for if you ſhould ſtrictly tye 
your ſelf up to it, you may be often ſo. 
puzzled, as to occaſion much loſs o 
Time, in ſtriving to do a thing to no 
Purpoſe ; which gives you no ſmall 
Diſcouragement in proceeding in your 
main Work; but whenever you lucki- 
ly hit on a main Topict, and find your 
Thoughts large and free upon it, then 
purſue it, but feldom or never elſe. 
Secondly, THE next thing after the 
Preface, is, the giving an account of 
the Context of the Words ; ſhewing 
what the occaſion of 'em is, and how 
they refer to or have a Dependance upon 
what goes before, or what comes after: 
in this thing ſometimes it will be Ne- 
ceſſary to give an account of the whole 
foregoing Chapter or Chapters, ſome- 
H times 


4 
| 
| 980 


Rules fo? Pꝛeaching. 
times but of ſome part of it, 9. of 
ſome few Verſes, juſt going before the 
Text, acconding as it lies in the Chap. 
ter; for the Text is; perhaps, either 
me Duty, Promiſe, Threat, or the 
Conſequence or Reaſon, of ſome ſuch 
.atorementioned ; or ?tis,xhe Uſhering ia 
of ſomewhat in the Sequel to be ſpoken 
of: Whatever be the:Occation,of the 
MWords, it muſt be taken Notice of, 


andi a brief but plain Account given of 


it, that/allr,who' hear you may fee the 
Tendency of the Words, and appte. 
hend the true Deſign, and Meaning of 
dem; and: that you alſo may take the 
Text in its true and genuine Senſe, and 


aàccordiagly ra iſe pertinent Obſervations 


tom it; and to the end you may he 
a ble: to give a very clear account of the 


UVontræt, you ſhould read the Content. 


of rhe Chapter it ſelf, obſerving the Oc- 
caſion and Coherence of the Words, 
and conſult Commentators upon the 
Fiace, who will help you much in this 


Matter. But LI muſt add, that it's 


not neceſſary always, to give a large 
account of the Context, for ſometimes 
the Text is clear enough to be under: 


ſtood 
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ſtood without it, and ſometimes it lias 
ſo little Dependence upon what pro- 


ceeds or follows, (as in divers Places 


taken out of the Proverbs) that a Line 
or two will be all that will be neceſſary 
for the giving an account of it: in 
ſuch Caſes it will be expedient to go 


immediately to the Text; and there- 


fore ö 

Thirdly, TRE next thing you come 
to is the Text; in handling of which 
you will find your ſelf oblig'd to do as 


follows; 3:4 '1 


1. Lou are to Divide the Text into 


its ſeveral Parts; as firſt, General, and 
then Particular, if it will bear that Di- 
viſion. of | 1; 122 5 


In GENERAL, 


Ts either firſt an Exhortation to a 
Duty, or Dehortation from Sin, or 'tis 
a Denouncing God's Judgments, or a 
Setting forth his Promiſes, or a Decla- 
ring the Almighty's Will, or a predica- 
ting ſomething of ſome Perſons or 


| H gif; In 
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In PARTICuL AR. 


xt. SOME Action or Place, ſome Per- 
ſon or Time, ſome Reaſon or Thing, 
or other Circumſtances may be conh- 
der'd; all this mult be rank'd in this 
Right and Due Order. 1 
| 2. As ſoon as you have divided your 
Text, you muſt, in ſpeaking of the ſeve. 
ral Divifons, Explain whatever wants 
Exphication, fhewing in what Senſe 
any ambiguous Expreſſton muſt be 
| taken, and, if need be, deduce the 
Words from the Original, ſhewing hoy 
they are Applicable to the Delign of the 
Text. This you ſhould do without 
being tedious, or long upon any Cri. 
ticiſm; and then yeu ſhould conclude 
all, with ſome plain and clear Par. 
phreſe,) kither upon every part of the 
'Texc, a8 you ſpeak of it, or upon the 
Whole together at the end; that © 
your Auditory may perceive the plain 
IT Meaning of your 'Text as well as your 
„ lf, . of WY 
3. HavixG divided and explained 
the Text, then you are to raiſe the Pro. 
poſitions 
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poſitions or Obſervations from it; either 
from the Context or the Words of the 
Text, as you ſhall ſee Occaſion. The 
Example, Conſequence, Time, Place 
oOccaſion, or other Circumſtances 
) ſpoken of, or imply'd in the Text, 


5 will give you a good Riſe for many per- 
tinent Propoſitions fit to be treated on. 
Bur in your Forming and Raiſing 


Ohher vat ions, let me have leave to give 
you ſome few Cau tions. 
1. DRAW no Obſervation from the 
Text, but what will appear to riſe 
naturally from it, by the Expolition 
you have given of it, | 
2. Pur no more Matter into your 
Propoſition, than what may be eaſily re- 
ferable to ſomething in your Text; leſt 
in your handling of it, you ſhould run 
away from the Text you ought to keep 
to. og | 
3. LET your Propoſitions be cauched 
in the Plaineſt and Briefeſt, but moſt 
 & Sigaificant, | Expreſſions you can; for 
bag Propoſitions, and thoſe alſo of ob- 
ure Terms, make em hard to be un- 


derſtood, and harder to be remember d. 
Ric H 4 IF 
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4. Ir you make any Obſervation from 
the Text, diſtinguiſh betwixt thoſe 
that are directly contain'd in it, and 
thoſe chat are but implicitly referable 
toit, and handle the former only large.“ 
ly, and the latter as briefly ; for tis 
Sreſum'd when you chuſe your Text, 
you deſign it ſhould head ſome parti- 
cular Subject you had pitch'd upon; 
and therefore you ought to be more 
large in thole Propoſitions that from 
your Text lead directly and naturally 
to the pretended Subject, than in thoſe 
char come in only by the by. 

5. AFTER this Diſpatch of the 
Text, you come next to treat of the 
particular Propoſitions or Obſervations 
contained in it, and fo you enter upon 
che main Body of your Diſcourſe ; in 
doing which, you will be oblig'd to 
uſe. your utmoſt Care and Skill, that 
you may ſpeak Pertinencly, Clearly, 
and to the Edification of the Auditory, 
vou will here need ſeveral Directions 
about the Method 'twill be fit for you 
to obſerve, in the Management of 
his Fart of the Sermon; 
"Rs 3 AN 
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AN p I muſt Obſerve, that all Pro- 
tions will not be capable to be hand- 
led after One and the ſame Manner 
and Method, becauſe of the various 


Matter that will be contained in divers 


of them, according to the Nature of 


which the Method muſt always be. 
I would not therefore have you think 


your ſelf always oblig'd to uſe one and, 
the fame Method, bur Rill adapt your 


Method to the Nature of the Propoſition 


and Subject you handle, and always 


uſe ſuch as makes things plain to the 
Underſtanding at your Auditory, and 
as renders them moſt clear and evident, 


and convincing ro the Minds of your 


ier - 
Iſhall frfſhew the common Method 
ordinarily uſed in the handling of moſt 


Propoſitions, and then hint a little 


what Method will be proper in ſome 
Caſes. 01 


Firſt, As for the common Method 


ordinarily uſed, 'tis this: As ſoon as 
you have named your Propoſition, and 


obſerv?d a little how it ariſes from the 
Context or Text, then you ought to con- 


lder the Terms of it, and if any thing 
4 + 
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be obſaure or ambiguocss in them, explain 
and clear it before you go any farther, Ne 
that your Auditors may the better per- 
ceive What tis you go upon. a 
Heconaly, IF there be no Ambigui. 1 
Hor Ubſcarity in the Terms of your Pro. ! 
poſition, as ſometimes there may not, 
then conſider the Sabject Matter of it, . 
and open the Nature of it, by ſhewing i 
what is imply'd, wherein the thing you 
are to Preath of conſiſts, and in what 
Senſe it ought to be underſtood; as, if 
the Subject of your Propoſition be ſome | 
Duty to be practiſed, ſome Sin to bea- 
voided, or ſome fundamental Truth to 
be own d; ſhew at large how it muſt 
be underſtood, what it conſiſts in or im- 
1 plies, and prove as much of what you 
| ſay as you can, by Scripture; this will 
be the way to make all things clear 
before you. . 
| ' Thirdly, Ir the Subject Matter of 
your Propoſition be commonly known, 
| or plain encugh in it ſelf, then you 
may omit thoſe Things, and proceed 


immediately to ſhew the Grounds and 
Reaſons of your Propoſitions. 


— — 
. — = 
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In managing of which, you muſt be 
careful in ſeveral things; as, 

1. You muſt take care to chuſe fit 
Topicks to draw your Reaſons. from; 
what thoſe Topicks are, tis preſum'd you 
have learn*d in your Books of Logick 
and Oratory, ſuch as are the Nature of 
tbe Thing, the Profitableneſs, the Neceſſity, 
the Abſurdity, and. the Danger of the 
contrary, &c, many of which your 
Reading as well as Reaſon, will ſuggeſt. 
But take heed that you draw not a Rea. 
/on from a wrong Topict, for then you 
will go off from your Subject, and fall 
into Impertinencies. ä 

2. WHEN you have fix'd upon a 
good Reaſon, take heed and urge it 
home; do not go off from it upon other 
Matters that have no reference to it, 
but keep cloſe to it, ſo that the Auditors 
may perceive the Force of it, and to 
that End, after you have explained the 
Meaning of the Reaſon, ſhew where the 
Strength of it lies, and illuſtrate it with 
a Similitude or Example, and add ſome 
very pertinent place of Scripture, that 
may, as it were, put Life inxo all. = 
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Ix your Reaſon be grounded upon 
ſome Suppoſition, prove the Suppoſition 
by ſome place of Scripture ,-or other 
Evidence, before you make your life. 
rence, that you may not ſeem to beg 
the Queſtion, cial 
TAKE heed that your Reaſons do 
not interfere one with another, (ie.) that 


| one Reaſon be not the ſame with one be- 


fore urged, in other Words, for that will 
nauſeate the Auditors, and weaken the 
Attention, as well as reflect upon your 
own judgment; rather than fall into a 
coincidency of Particulars, either in this 
or any other Particular, (for in all Cafes 
and Places it ought to be avoided) let 


me here, once for all, Adviſe you ra- 


ther to keep the Number of Particulars 
fmall, than, by endeavouring to make 
chem Numerous run the hazard of 


ſo great an Indecency; for a few Pu. 


ticalars well manag'd, and urg'd, may 
more ſatisfy and convince, than many; 
for People are rather tired than edified 
by a multitude of Particulars on one 


28 
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Fourthly, Ar FEC V not to be over 
large in urging your Reaſons; leſt, if 
ou indulge that Humour, your Audi- 
cory loſe your Reaſons, and you loſe your 
ſelf in ſo large a Field, and forget what 
you were urging; as on the one hand 
you ſhou!d not be ſo Brief, as to make 
your Reaſoning Obſcare; ſo, on the o- 
ther, you ſhould not be ſo Large, as to 
give Occa ſion to your Auditors to loſe 
the Force of it ; but obſerve ſucha Mean, 
25to be Large without Teatouſneſs, and 
Brief without Odſcartty. 


AFTER you have thus urg'd the 


Groands, you come to the Inferences of 
what has been ſaid; in doing of which 
you mult take Care that they be Logical- 
made, (2.e.) that you infer no more 
than the Premiſſes will bear, and thar 
the thing which you do infer, appear 
plainly to be the Genuine and Natural 
Conſequences of what has been ſaid; 
other wiſe you will fall into great In- 
pertinencies, and appear to the Intelli- 
gent to have no very good Logical 
Head. Now, the Iaferences uſually made 


from them are ſome ſuch as theſe, 


Ful, 
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. Firſt, SoukriuEs to inform Perſons 

of. ſeveral Things, as of the Folly and 

Maduſs of ſome Courſes, the Wiſdom and 

Happineſs of others, the Equity of God 

dealing with Men, the Grounds and 

Reaſons of many Things ; in all which 

you may deſcend to Particulars, and 

ſhow how, or wherein the thing is, or 

| is not ſo. N | 
| - Secondly, SOMETIMES it may ſerve MY: 
to reprove or condemn the Practice of | 
ſeveral People; in the Proſecution of © 
| 

| 
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which you may ſhew who is Reprov'd, 
and why ; and then inſtance, from the 
Scripture, Examples of Perſons condemn's 
and pauiſh'd for the like Caſes. . 
.Thiraly,SOMETIMES your Inference 
may be by way. of Refutation of ſome 
Error, that may then be rife amongſt 
the People; and in this, you may urge 
ſeveral Places in Holy Writ, and ſome 
Reaſons againſt it. But take heed that 
they are all Pertinent, and meddle not 
| = an Error you can't ſufficiently Re- 
fate, leſt, inſtead of Suppreſſing it, you 
Spread it the more. 
Fourthly, SOMETIMES what you 
have Rick may ſerve to comfort Per ſons, 
N | In 
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articular Caſes ; in which you may 
Anſwer the Objections deſpairing Souls 
make againſt the Comforts you would 
afford them; but in theſe you muſt be 
very Pertinent, Clear, and very Satis- 
factory, or elſe it would be far better 
that they were let alone. 
Fifthly, Sometimes you are to infer 
an Exhortation from what has been ſaid, 
wherein you perſwade People either to 
the performance of ſome Daty,or diſſwade 
them from the perpetrating ſome Sin. 
in the Prujecution of which you 
may ſhew the Mature of the thing, if 
you have not done it before, as alſothe 
Reaſonableneſs of doing, or not doing 
it; and then you may give Directions 
how to do, or avoid any thing: and, if 
there be occalion, you may Anſwer Ob- 
jeltians made againſt what you urge, 
and reſolve Cajes of Conſcience, if any 
ye in your way, and ſo ſhut up the 
whole Ditcourie upon that Propoſition 
with ſome few very Pertinent and Co- 
gent Motives, ſuch as you think will 
be molt effectual; which you are to 
urge in the molt Moving way that your 
Oratory, and Rhetorick will enable 
vou: 
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vou; for *tis in the cloſing part of you 
Diſcourſe that Oratory, and Rhetoric 
are of moſt Uſe, For you muſt {ir# in. 
form the Underſtanding, and then mom 
the Aﬀettions ; and not move the Affe. 


ons without Information given to the 
Underſtanding for Mens Afſections are 


Wild and Blind, unlefs a good Under. 
ſtanding guide and direct, them; this 
moving of the Aﬀettions is the Spur to ei. 
force all that has been ſaid ; and there. 
Jore, without ſome cogent Morives, 
you ſeem to neglect the moſt neceſſary 


Part of vour Diſcourſe, is. the preſſing 
home of what has been faid, without 


Which you ſeem to leave your Auditors 
indifferent whether they will do as you 


ha ve ſaid or no, 


Tu Is is the uſual and common Me 
thod in handling Propoſitions, which 
you will do well generally to obſervein ©h_ 
as many of thoſe Particulars as you ſhall 
find will be Pettinent to the Subject, 


and Text you are engag'd in; I fa 


Hertinent, ſor in thoſe Matters you muſt 
judge how far you are concern'd in the 


Particulars of this Method, and how far 


not, by the Pertinency of them ro your 


Subject, 


a ATE a coco 


i 
l 
. 
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Subject. You mult offer at no Imperti- 
nencies; and then it will ſuffice in ſuch 
Caſes ro ſhew only, 


1. The Nature of the Thing, 

2. The Grounds and Reaſons of it. 

3. Give ſome Directions how to do or 
avoid the thing ſpoken of. 

4. Concluae with ſome Motives for that 
Purpoſe,” 


Tu is and the like Method may be ſuf- 
ficient in ſome few Caſes; but when 
you have the Genera! Method be ſore your 
Eyes, your own Judgmont will quickly 
determine how far and in what Caſes, 
tis to be follow'd, and how far, and in 
what not, And therefore, as to that point, 
I mult leave you, after I have taken the 
Liberty to adviſe you to ſome particu- 
lar things, which perhaps you will find 
Uſeful to you in this Matter. 

1. AFTER you have Read upon the 
Subject and Text, then fit down and con- 
lider what Method you had beſt obſerve, 
and draw a Scheme of it upon a piece 
of Paper, placing every Particular under 
the ſeveral Heads you deſign to * 

or; 
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of ; (as for example) placing your Re. 
fons under the Head of Reaſons for it; 
and Inferences under the Head of Inferen. 
ces deducible, or drawn from it; and 
ſo Directions and Motives; you may 
add to, or ſubſtract from this, as upon 
ſecond Thoughts you find Occaſion; 
But when you make your Sermon with. 
out ſuch a Scheme, you cannot there ut. 
ter things as you would, without great 
Trouble and Loſs. 
I. HAaviNG the Scheme before you 
whatever Places of Scripture, Reaſons, 
Inferences, Hints, &c. you meet with 
in reading or meditating that are per- 
tinent to any particular Point you ſhall 
ſpeak to, you may then place them un- 
der that Point; for all things may not 
come to your Mind at once, and a 
Thought is ſo quickly gone. (let your 
Memory be almoſt never ſo Tenacious 
| and Retentive) that you will hardly re- 
_— | rain it, unleſs it be in this manner com- 
mitted to Paper. | 
J. W HATEVER Place of Scripture 
f you make uſe of, which you do not un- 
derſtand, conſult the ableſt Commen- 


tators on that Paſſage for the Meaning 
| 0! 
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of it, that you may not apply it to a 

wrong Senſe, = | 
4. IN Urging things, do but very 
rarely uſe any other Sayings or Examples, 
but whac are contain'd in Holy Writ. 
For the Scripture is the Rule and Foun- 
dation of our Faith and Manners, and 
not other Mens Sayings: Beſides we 
live in an Age that expects Scripture 
and Reaſon for what they are to believe 
and do, more than the Authorities of 
Men; therefore uſually prove your Pro- 
poſitions by ſome pertinent Scripture 
firſt; and this is that will prove ſo ef- 
ſectual as ro be both Convincing and 

datisfactory. Fs 
5. In Raiſing and Anſwering Objectians, 
be ſure to raiſe none but ſuch as are u- 
ſually made, and ſuch as you can well 
and ſolidly Anſwer; for it you weakly 
anſwer an Objection, you muſt confirm 
the Auditory in thoſe Doubts, and per- 
3þ make 'em allo doubt what they 
did not before. | 
6. IN the managing any Argument, 
or urging any Truth, take heed you do 
not urge any thing Inconſiſtent with 
what you have ſaid before, nor contra- 
I dictory 
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dictory to any Article of Faith; that 
you may not run the hazard either of 
Recanting what you have ſaid, or of 
Defending an Erroneous Abſurdity. 
J. IN handling Controverſies, be ſure 
to ſtate the Controverſie aright, and 
urge your Arguments againſt any Te. 
net, without harſh Reflections on the 
Authors of them; withal remembring 
that *ris your part to Confute the Error, 
and Reclaim the Erroncous; neither of 
which you do, when you uſe bitter In- 
vectives and harſh Language, inſtead 
of Arguments; on the contrary you 
confirm the Erroneous, and deſtroy 
that common Charity, which ought 
to be amongſt all Chriſtians, of what 
Perſuaſion ſoever. 
Fx OI all which you may eaſily fee 
how neceſſary 'tis you ſhould be àc- 
qquainted with Scripture, and ſome 
Bod) of Divinity ; tor ſuch an Ac 
quaintance w1ll enable you to back al| 
bhi with Scripture, ſpeak always 
_ eonfiltently and methoditally, and help 
you to underltand Controverſies aright, 
and anſwer Objections, and contute 


_ £Eerors in due Manner. Whereas, i * 
| . without 


— * 
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without this Acquaintance, you ſpeak 
at random, and talk little elſe but Mo- 
rality and Philoſophy, and if you do ven- 


ture upon Divinity, *cis a hundred to 


one if you ſpeak not inconſiſtently. I 
would therefore by all Means adviſe 
you to read the Scrzpreres carefully, and 
that often too, and conſult Commen- 
tators upon any dubious Place you 
meet with, and be well acquainted 
with ſome Body of Divinity, as Winde. 
line, Uſher, &c. but till you have done 
that, conſult the 39 Articles of the 
Church of England, and ſome good Ca- 
techiſms, for in them the very Sum and 
Subſtance of all Chriſtian Religion is 


comprehended; this is what, with as 


much Brevity as poſſible I can at pre- 
ſent inform you, as to your Obſerva- 
tion of the Method J have propog'd. 


Of the SEE of Sermons. 


As to the Style, in which you ſhould 
pen or deliver your Sermons, you will 
not, I preſume, deny but that there 
ought ro be had a particular Regard ; 
eſpecially when tis coaſider'd that Ser- 

3 mons 
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mons axe deſign'd for the Edification of 
the People, and that People are little 


a 


hkely to be Edified by thoſe Diſcourſes 
that are deliver'd in a Sie or Language 
unſuitable to their Capacities: you 


will doubtleſs therefore give me leave 


to ſer down what is, in my poor Opj. 


nion, the Style not very fit to be uſed, 
and what is convenient alſo ; and then 


 kkewiſe ſhew you how a good Style 


may be attain d. | 
As for the Stz/e that ordinarily is 
not very fit to be uſed, 1 conceive, 
1. THAT all high and affected 


: Yap of Rhetorick ought to be avoi- 


ed; for theſe things are fitter for 
School-Boys Declamations, than for 
folid Sermons. *TFis true, natural Wit 
is good, and that part of Rhetorick 
that is Perſwaſive, is uſeful in its pro- 
per Place, which, as I have already 


laid, is in Urgizg Motives; but when 


we ſtrain hard to bring in a Witticiſm, 
and force along a Rhetorical Flower 
into our Diſccurſe, without conſide- 
ring that we go out of our way for it, 
this is not only too Ludicrous for ſo 
ferious a Matter as Preaching is, but 

4/ rh it 
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it alſo makes ſuch as uſe it, moſtly Ri- 
2. ALL ſtrange and hard Latiniabd, 

or Grætisd Words ſhould be avoided:; 

for the uſe of em is as bad to the Peo- 


f 
, 
e 
1 
; 


which the Fooliſh admire, - but the 
Wiſer ſort laugh at and deſpiſe. 

; 3. ALL Aſſuming and peremptory 
Speeches ought to be avoided; you 
ſhould not make your ſaying; fo, as an 


Argument, nor fpeak much of your 


ſelf; to inſinuate this or that is done, 
and then Arrogate the doing of it to 


your ſelf. [ CL VS 199 

4. ALL Words that border; upon 
Blaſphemy, ſhould be avoided ;*for they 
grate in a ſober Auditor's Ears, and 
are not ſweeten'd in the leaſt by an 
Uſhering em in with, Aud if I may ſay 
ſe, or, Par dam the Expreſſion ; tor the In · 
telligent Hearers will fot give you the 
Leave and Pardon you crave, and theres 
fore do not truſt to them for it: thoſe 


— — 


always to make u 
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1. Voux Style ſhould be plain and 
natural, and ſuch as comes freely from 
you, and ſuch as the meaneft Capacity 
may be able to underſtand ; for this 


anſwers the End of Preaching, and 


therefore you ſhould remember, that 
if the "meaneſt Capacity underſtand 
you, the Learned likewiſe muſt ; but 


= SLRS 


2. THouGn your Style ſhould be 


lain, yet it ought not to be flat and dul, 
like to two Country People talking 


one to the other, but Manly and Serious, 


and to be kept as ever as you can, that 


you may Delight as well as Edify; ra- 


ther than tire the Auditory. A Manly 


Serious Style becomes the Buſineſs you 


are upon. J 
3. WHEN you ſpeak to your Audi- 
tory, let it be in the Plural Number, 
rather than in the Singular, and you, 
and we, rather than thou and thee; the 
former way is more comprehenſive and 
ſoft, whereas the latter is a little rude, 
and what in this refin'd Age may be 
called a little unci vill. 
4. LET your Style be decent and 


clear, far from calling People and 


Things 
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Things by IA. Names, and void of all Ex- 
preſſions that look towards Vncleanneſs, 
or favour of Ribaldry, Lightneſs or 
Raillery; and take care alſo that your 
Similitades be neat and clean, as well as 
pertinent, left you move Laughter or 
Indignation in the Auditory, inſtead 
of Devotion, | 

'5. STUDY more Clearneſs, than 
Quaintneſs of Expreſſion, and ſtrive 
rather to be Underſtood, than Admir'd 
by the unthinking Multitude. 

6. Be Madeſt, laſtly, in whatever re- 
lates to your ſelf, but be Tealous in 
things belonging to the Almighty; and 
ſo you will diſcharge your Duty to the 
leneſit of others and comfort of your ſelf. 
Icome in the laſt place, to ſhew you 
how you may, through God's Bleſſing, 
attain to a Sty/e that will be V/efal un- 
to the Purpoſe. 
1. You ſhould read mach and often 
in Engliſh Authors, eſpecially the moſt 
celebrated Sexmon-Books, and obſerve + 
their Phraſe, and manner of Addreſs to 
their Auditors; and what you find 
commendable in their Style, be ſure 
to imitate. Since you are to Preach in 


14 El 


120 


Rules toꝛ Pꝛeaching. 


Engliſb, being your Native Tongue, 
you cannot be better fitted with a good 
Engliſh Style, than by reading good and 
uſeful Eugliſb Books, whole Style s platn, 
neat and eaſy ; ſuch as the Whole Uni) 
of - Man, Patrick's Pilgrim, Tillotſon's 
Sermons, &c. by reading ot thoſe you 
will not only be furniſhed with good 
Matter and Method, but with a good 
Style allo, 1 

2. WRITE all your Sermons, eſpe 
cially at firſt, and take time to peruſe, 
weigh and conſider the Phraſes and Ex- 
preſſions of them, how fit and proper 


they are, and alter as you ſee cauſe; 


this Will enable you to acquire an Ele- 
gant and Good, and will every day en- 


Able you to better your Style. 


3. LET not your Sentences be too 
long; to that end, force not many 
things into one Sentence, but rather 
put things into divers Sentences, or o- 
mit them, if not very neceſſary to be 
mentioned; and ſo you will avoid 
being entangled in your Diſcourſe, and 
be Plain and Intelligible to your Au- 
r 

f ; 4 's i 4. ABOVE 
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Rules koꝛ Pꝛeaching. 


3. ABOVE all, Labour thoroughly 
to Underitand the Point you are upon, 
and get as clear Notions of it as you 
can; and then you will be able to 
write, and ſpeak clearly about it; but 
if you be Cloudy in your Underitanding, 


tis no wonder 1 and Style 


are Dark and Obſcure. 

Tuus, Sir, I have, with all the 
briefneſs poſſible, given you my poor 
Sentiments on this Subject ; perhaps 
more might be ſaid of it; but nothing 
more at preſent occurs to my Mind ; 
it this then be Uſeful to you, your Ac- 
ceptance and following of it, will. be 
ſufficient Recompence to the weak En · 
deavours of, 9 | 


SIR, 
Your Servant, 
Chriftianus Philalethes, 
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PREFACE. 


CAN by no means A. 
prove of their Opinion, 
who think an Acquain- 
tance with the Scriptures 
a ſufficient Qualification 
„4 Divine. And of this Opinion are 
wo forts of People; the Firſt are 
uch, as arrogantly deſpiſe the Autho- 
ney of Antiquity, and, by reaſon of a 
ew Faults in the FATHERS, which 
Humanity can never be free from, 
lake occaſion to reject whatever they 
have wrote; and, by their Ul- nature, de- 
prive themſelves of all the Adyantage 
_ 


PREFACE. 

they might get by reading thoſe Autor 
Theſe pretend to have a mighty Vent. 
ration for the Scriptures, which the 
tell us, in the Language of St. Pai 
are able to make us Wiſe unto Sal 
vation : and that they have all Things 
neceſſary to it; this is certainly True; 
nor do we imagine the Reading of the 
Fathers can ſerve for that End, ay 

farther, than as they Confirm u ins 
Religion, which has ſo many wife Di. 

fenders, and teach us Chriſtian Pa. 
tience and Courage in Suffering for 
the Goſpel's Sake. Which is an Uk 
too flere to be Loſt, by any tha 
have a Zeal for the Chriſtian Religi 
ON. 

Beſides this, they would do well ti 
conſider that very few Matters of Con- 
troverſie can be ſpeedily decided by tht 
bare Uſe of the Scriptures, hich con- 
ain directly very little of that Na- 

ture; 


| 
| 


| 
| 


PREFACE. 
tre; in this Caſe, 1 cannot but 
nM think the Fathers very uſeful, eſpecially 
by ſuch of them as liv d in, or near, the 
Apoſtolick Age, and had good Opor- 
al. cunities of Acquainting themſelves with 
„e Meaning of the Goſpels from the 
Writers of them, and of knowing their 
e Senſe in the Things they wrote . 
ml But, theſe Men are great Admirers 
«ff of Novelty, and "tis Prejudice enough, 
e. vith them, againſt the Fathers, that 
. they livd a great while ago; tis @ 
„vonder they don't diſcard the Scriptures 
ſe for their Antiquity ; and I could wiſh 
there was no Reaſon to ſuſpect that 
thoſe Anabaptiſts in Germany, 
that made a Bon fire of all their Books 
but their Bibles, would not have thrown 
them in too, if they could have hop d ts 
have impos d their (Religion upon any 
without them. But the Reaſon why 
„hee Men refuſe the * 
an 


\ 


thy put them upon the level with the 


' quainted with the true Senſe of then 


abuſe it moſt impudently, and deprive 


few. Neceſſary Cautions which are to 


PREFACE. 
and Sermons of the Fathers, is 00 
plainly this, they are Conſcious (or a 
leaſt Fear) that they have Perverted | 
the Scriptures to make them fit for their i 
Uſe; which makes them unwilling to 


to allow any Credit to thoſe, that © may 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be better Ac. 


than themſelves ; ſo under the pretence 
of Reſpect to the Word of God , they 


it of all thoſe Lights, which G O D, 
by bis Servants, has given to it. 

The Second fort, are Ignorant 
Perſons, who having heard that the 
Papiſts quote the Fathers for the 
Confirming their Errors, and that 


Scriptures, reject them as Dangerous; 
For their Satisfaction I ſhall add a 


be obſerved by one that reads the Fa- 
_ hers, . 


PREFACE. 

Aud Firſt, None ſhould read them 
before be 1s well exercis d in the Scri- 
prures. | 

Secondly, We ſhould renner, 
that tho the Conſent of the Fathers 
jy Confirm us in the Truth; yet that 
Faith is to be built upon nothing but 


the Hol y Scriptures. 


Thirdly, In reading the Fathers, 
ve muſt be careful to diſtinguiſh what 
n them is Laudable and what Culpable 
phich we ſhall be able to do if we bring 
their Opinion to the Teſt of the Scri- 
ptures; always remembring that they are 
to be believed for their own Sake , but 
the Fathers no farther than where 
they agree with them. 

The Fourth Caution is, to Examine 
what remains uncorrupted, and what 
has been added, or attributed to them 
by Deſigning Perſons. 


K And 


PREFACE. 
And now it will be ueceſſary ta tell 
the Reader ny Deſign in taking Notice 
of the Failures of the Fathers, which i 
not to Blacken their Characters, or to 
Lſſen their Authority in the Groß; 
but only in Oppofition to the Romiſn 
Church, that efteems their Authority 
too much, by neglecting what is my 
Third Caution. 


THE 


37. 
XY 
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Fiſt CENTURY. 
HE r, Century of Chri- 

By ſtianity affords but few 
Learned Men that wrote 


of Religion; the moſt 
Ancient, that we hear of, is 


HE RM 4 S, 


Who wrote a Book Entituled Pa#or, 
which was in great Eſteem amongſt 
the Ancients; ſome of the Fathers have 
quoted it as part of the Holy Scriptares, 
and ſeveral Churches have received it 
as Canonical; and Euſebius ſays, that 
in his time it was Read in Churches; 
but yet in the ſame Chapter, he ſays, 
it has been queſtion'd by ſome, but has 

K 2 com- 
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Teammonly been reckon'd a Book very 
tfeful for ſuch as are to be inſtructed 
in the Rudiments of Religion. Vide 
; Enſeb. lib. 3. cap. 3. Who this Hermas 
was it not very certain, but he is gene- 
rally ſuppoſed to be the ſame mention'd 
by St. Paul, Rom, 16. v. 14. The exact 
Time of his Writing is likewiſe very 
uncertain, but all agree that twas 
Written before the ſecond general Per- 
ſecution, which began A. U. 95. in the 
14 yt ar of Domitian, and moſt Authors 
place it 4. D. 92. being the 1 f. year of 
St, Clement's Pontificate. 


CLEMENS ROMANUS, 


HE Diſciple and Aſſiſtant of the 
Apoſtles, mention'd by St. Paul, 
Phil. 4. 3. ſome ſay he was Son to that 
Clemens there mention d, but the for. 
mer Opinion being more probable, has 
been tollow'd by moſt Eccleſiaſtical 
Writers; he was ordain'd Biſhop of Rome, 
(Which alſo was the place of his Birth) 
A. D. 92. It Metaphraſtes's Authority 
might be ſafely depended upon, he was 
Baniſh'd- by the Emperor Trajan A. D. 


98. 


and Failures of the Fathers. 
98. and ſentenc'd to dig in the Mines 
of Taurica Cherſoneſus ; tor Converting 
2 Noble Lady, calPd Theodora, and 
many others in Rome: And the ſame 
Author tells us, that in his Exile he 
made many Converts, and ſpread Chri- 
fianit). But I don't find any that are 
willing to admit his Authority. + 


His DE AT H. 


IN the beginning of the third Gene- 
ral Perſecution, under Trajan, he Suffer'd 
Martyrdom; as ſome ſay, he was 
thrown into the Sea with an Anchor 
about his Neck, which Relation is 
very much queſtion'd. But in this all 
agree, that he Suffer'd A. D. 100. ha- 
ring been ſole Biſhop of Rome above 
Nine Years. | | 


His WORKS. 


MANY Works are Attributed to 


this Father, but none are undoubted- 
ly his, beſides his Epiſtle to the Corin- 
thizns, which was wrote in the Name 
of the whole Roman Church, to the 


K3 Church 
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| Church of Corinth, who were then un. 
| happily divided among themſelves, 
this was wrote 4. D. 68. at the begin. 
ning of Galbes Reign. Next to the 

| Holy Scriptures this Piece has always 

peer look d on as one of. the moſt E. 
minent Records of Antiquity. Euſebius 
ſpeaks very Honourably of it, and ſays, 

it „ ſingularly Excellent and. Admirable- 
and aſſures us that before his Time, 
and in his own Memory it had beer 
read in Churches, E«ſeb. lib. 3. cap. 16. 

* Trenaws allo commends it as a Beau- 


7 tiful Piece. 
| 1 ATIs 


\o ME have imagin'd him to have 
been the little Child which Chyiſt 
call'd to him, Matt. 18. 2, 3. It he 
were, thoſe parts of the Epiltles af- 
cribed to him, in Which he affirms 
that he never aw Chriſt in the Fleſh, 
muſt be. ſpurious. However this be, he 
15 0 allow'd to have been the 
Diſciple of St. John; and that he was 
Ordain'd Biſhe 77 if Antioch by. St. Peter, 
A, D. 90 Of paſa the 2 He was 

par- 


* 
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rticularly Famous for his Zeal, and 
fs Holy Life, as well as tor the Pre- 
rogative of his See, which made him 
preferable to all the Eaſtern Biſbops, 


Hs DE ATM 1c v8 

UE 68 2H 

A. D. 107. Of Trajas the xoth, He 

was Deyour'd by Lyons in the Amp.. 

theatre at Rome, at a great Age, after 
he had been ſole Biſbop of Antioch a- 

bout 37 ears. 180 


His O RX S. 


Tre Remains of his Learning ate 
only a few Epritles, all which have 
been thought by ſome to be ſpurious. 
Hs 7th Epiſt. viz. that tothe Epheſians, 
that to the Magneſiavs, to the Trallians, 
to the Romans, the Philadeiphians, the 
Smpruzans, and that to St. Polyrarp, 
have occafion'd great Diſputes, ſome 
Affirming them to be Genuine, ſore 
Denying ith bur the other eight, which 
are by ſome attributed to him, are by 
all Learned Mea rejected as ſpurious. 


. 


St. PO LTC ARD, 


Diſciple of St. John, in the firſ 
year of Domitian, A. D. 82. was 
by St. John made Biſhop of Smyrna, 
He was always very Zealous for the 
Faith, and at laſt Suffer'd for the ſame, 
depending upon that Glorious Promiſe 
made him by Chritt, about 70 years 
before his Death, Rev. 2. ro. Be thou 
faithful anto Death, and I will give thee 4 
Crown of Life, For A. D. 166. he was 
Condemn'd (in thefoarth general Perſe. 
cution; and in the ſixth year of Antoni. 
nus Philoſophus) to be Burnt at Smyrna. 
When he was Apprehended, and 
brought before Statius Quadratus the 
Proconſul, he was by him adviſed to 
EKRecant, which he refuſed to do; fo 
fieeing they could not make him turn 
aſide from the Faith, they prepared to 
Execute him. But what was very 
"Miraculous, the Flames in which he 
was placed diſpoſed themſelves into the 
Shape of an Arch, gently Encircling 
his Body, but did not ſo much as 
Scorch him. One would have thought 

K *. : 
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a Miracle like this might have diver- 
ted them from their purpoſe ; but in- 
ſtead of Repenting, his Executioners, 
ſeeing the Fire had no Power over him, 
Stabb'd him with a Sword; upon 
which there came forth ſo much Blood 
as extinguiſhed the Fire; which was 
matter of great Admiration, even to 
his Enemies, About the time of the 
Death of Ignatius, this Father made a 
Collection of his ſeven Epiſtles, which, 
at the Requeſt of the Philippians, he ſent 
to that Church, prefixing an Excellent 
one of his own, which was very much 
eſteem d by the Ancients ; and, as St. 
Jerome ſays, in his Time it was Read in 
the Aſian Churches, 


SLES "1 
* 


NTURY. 
PAPIAS, 


E was Biſhop of Hierapolis,in Phry. 
"J 2, and a Diſciple of St. John; 
we hear nothing of his Life before Con- 
ſecration, or any thing of the Time of 
his Conſecration ; only moſt Authors,as 
A Euſebius, 


The Second CE 


132 The Lives, Sufferings, Wozks 
Euſebius, Mr. Dapin, and L. Eachard, 
ſay that he flouriſhed under Trajan. Ea. 
ſebius ſays he was a Man of but a mean 
Underſtanding, Hiſt lib. 3. cap. 39. He 
was the firſt that affirm'd that CHR lsr 
ſhall Reign on Earth a thouſand Years 
after the Reſurrection; which the ſame 
Hiftorian, in the ſame Chapter, gives 
as an Example of the Weakneſs of his 
Judgment, ſaying, his Error was oc. 
caſion d by bis Miſtaking the Deſign of 
the Scriptures, and not knowing whey 
they ſpoke Myitically, or Figarativeh, 
and when they are to be underffood Li. 
zerally, But however ill grounded this 
this Opinion is, it was much eſteem d 
for two or three Centuries; its Main- 
tainers were called, from their Opinion, 
Chiliaſts or Millenaries; of which Num- 
ber were many Pious Fathers and Ho- 
ly Martyrs, and at this Day not a few, 
He wrote five Books call'd The Explans- 
tions of our Lord's Diſcourſes ; of which 
we have only a few Fragments in other 
Authors. We find no Account of his 
Death, which may paſs for a Proof of 
his not being a Martyr, - 


1 


Skill in 


TUSTINUS, Sirnamed the Martyr, 


J AS a Native of Flavia Neapolis, 
He was in his firſt Years à Pla- 
ronick Philoſopher, and having long ob- 
ſerv'd the Conſtancy of the Chriftians, 
and their Supernatural Courage in 
sufferings, was Converted to their Re- 
ligion about his 3oth Year, A. D. 133, 
in the 16th Year of Hadrian. | * 
Mos Authors ſpeak of a Venerable 
Old Man, as he thought, Diſeourſing 
with him and Converting him; which, 
tho he mentions himſelf, I am apt to 
believe at leaſt to be a Figurative Ace 
count of his Converſion, and that he 
expected to be underſtood, as ſpeaking 
of a Divine Motion which brought 
him to the Truth. | 
AFTER he had Subſcrib'd to the 
Chriſtian Religion, he became a moſt 
notable, and moſt vigorous Defender. 
of the Faith, eſpecially againſt the Hea- 
then Philoſophers, tor which Work he 
was 8 fit, by Reaſon of his deep 
Philoſophy, and his Knowledge 

of the Scriptures, 'V 5 
* | 1 
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His DE AT H. 


HE, and Six of his Companions, were 
had before Raſticu, Præfect of the City, 
who was a great Philoſopher, and Tutor 
to the then Emperor, Antoninus; the 
Præfect endeavour'd by Perſwaſion 
firſt, and; when that was ineffectual, 
Which Menaces to bring them from their 
Religion, but all in vain; for they re- 
ſolv'd to Suffer rather than leave the 
Worſhip of their Lord, to Sacrifice to 
Idols, Whereupon Sentence was pro- 
nounc*d, That they ſhould be fir(t Scourged 
and then Beheaded; which ſoon after 
was Executed, A. D. 165. in the 710 
Year of Antoninus Philoſophus. 


His VR ITINGS. 


IN the Perſecution which aroſe un 
der ther Emperour Antoninus Pius, he 
wrote. an Excellent Apology for the 
Chriſtians, which he preſented. to the 
Emperor and his Sons, about the Year 


150, which had it's intended, Effect, 
and made the Emperor write to the 4- 


thenians, 


eee 
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thenians, Theſſalonians, and to all Greece, 
in favour of the Chriſtians. Vid, Euſeb. 
Hiſt. lib. 4. cap. 12, 13. A. D. 166. 
the Fourth general e raging, 
Tuſtin wrote an Apology for them 
(which was his Second Apology) this 
had not the ſame good Effect as the 
former, nor did it at all ſtop the Violence 
of the Perſecution ; for che Reigning 
Emperor, Antoninus Philoſophus, was 
not of ſo Eaſie a Temper as his 
Predeceſſor was. 4. D. 154. arriving 
at Epheſus, he grew acquainced with one 
Tryphon, a Jew, a Man of great Note; 
with him Juſtin entred the Liſts, in a 
Diſpute of two Days, the Account of 
which we have in his Dialogue with 
that Subtle Philoſopher ; this is fill 
Extant, and is commended as an Excel- 
lent Piece by all that mention it; there 
are alſo Two Exhortations to the Gen- 
tiles, and a Treatiſe of The Monarchy or 
Unity of GO D; but whether theſe are 


his or not, is doubted : All the reſt that 


bear his Name, are Spurious, or at leaſt 
Dubious, | 


His 
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His FAILURES. 


MosT Authors that mention this 
Father's Writings, allow them not to be 
free from ſome great Faults; 

1. HE was a moſt earneſt Stickler 
for the Opinion of the Chiliafts ; which 
he particularly diſcovers in his Dialogue 


with T7yphon. 
2. HE was too great a Favourer of 


the Doctrines of Plato, which he ſays. 
are very little different from thoſe of 


CHRIST; Theſe, with ſome other 


- Faults, are een upon this Great 


Man. 


7 AT TM! N, ir rand the AOrian 


Lou the Place of his Birth, was 
a good Orator, and Scholar to 
Hin; during Whoſe Life he was 


74 
in =: Church s Communion. 


hou His ERRORS; 
But after his Martyrdom, he became 


Fane of a Sea, which from their 


Principles 
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Principles receiv*d the Name of Encra- 
tizes or Continents, This Set Con- 
demn'd Marriage, and forbad the Uſe of 
ſeveral Wines and Meats, appearing to 
be very Holy and Auſtere, 


His WORKS, 


Bur to Return to the Father, he had 
formerly taught Rhetorick, and was a 
great Maſter at Writing. Amongſt all 
his Works, that Excellent Treatiſe 4 


gainſt th: Gentiles, is deſervedly by all 


the moſt Eſteem'd; which was wrote 
A. D. 169. before he Separated from the 


Orthodox ; this Work is full of Learning, 


wrote Elegantly, but not Elaborately, 
nor well Digeſted. Ezſeb, ſays, lib. 4. 
cap, 29. that this ſeems to be the beſt, 
and moſt uſefu! Piece, of all his Wri- 
tings ; he calls it an Excellent Piece in 
the ſame Chapter. And it is for the 
fake of 

amongſt the Catholick Writers. It is 
probable he did not dye in Defence of 


Religion, for his Death is mention'd 


by none of the Eccleſiaſtical Writers. 
ATHE- 


this Work, that he is reckon'd 
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ATHENAGORAS, 


LEARNED Athenian Philoſo: 
A pher, in the Year 177. preſented 
an Apology to the Emperor, Antoninus 
Philoſophus, for the Chriſtians, who then 
daily decreaſed by the Fury of the 
' Fourth general Perſecution. In which 
Apology he Refutes the Principal Ca. 
lumnies raiſed againſt them; this Piece, 
together with a Diſcourſe to prove the 
Poſſibility, nay the Credibility of the 
Reſurrection, are all we have Extant of 
his. 


THEO PHIL US, 


Is Hop of Antioch, was advanc'd 

to that See 4.D.168. ſome fancy 
him to have been the ſame that S. Luke 
Dedicated his Writings to ; but this 
Conjecture is raiſed only on the Name, 
and has no other Foundation. Where 
he was Born 1s not very certain, ſome 
fay in Antioch; but this is pretty cer- 
tain, that he was Born of Gentile Pa- 
rents, and by them Educated in that 
| Religion, 
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Religion, became an excellent Philoſo- 
pher, before his Converſion; and was 
very much eſteem d amongſt the Lear. 
ned, being a Man of a ſharp Wit, and 
an inquiſitive Mind, by the help of 


which he diſcover'd that the Stories of 


the Gods of the Heathens were Frivo- 


lous and Profane, and that true Satis. 


ſaction was not to be found in that Re- 
ligion; this put him upon ſeriouſly 
Studying the Books of Creation and 
Providence, which inſtructed him of 
the Divine Being and Perfections; 
what Startled him moſt, was the 
Doctrine of the Reſurrection, which 
was a Principle very different from 
what the Heathen Philoſophy taught, 
which ſays, that. from a Privation of 


Life, to a Repoſſelſion of it, could be no re- 


turn. Which Doubt however the good 
Theophilus got rid of, by frequent Re- 


flection on the Divine Oracles, and be- 


came an entire CHniſtian, and a Vigo- 

rous Defender of it's Docttine againſt 

Hereticks ; eſpecially Marcion and Her- 

mogenes; and as violently oppoſed the 

Pagans, againſt which he wrote to his 

Friend Autolychus, of which by and 
| 1 


by. 
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by. And the Eccleſiaſtical Writers rake 
notice of his Time being Famous ſor 
the Number of Excellent Chriſtias W ri- 
ters, yet they dont ſcruple to give him 
the Precedency of all his Contempo. 
raries; one thing of rhis Father is very 
particular, and that 1s, that he is ob- 
ſerved to be the firſt Writer that ex. 


preſly apply*d the Word Trinity to the 


Three Perſons of the Godhead. 
Hs DEATH.” 


A. D. 181. HE Dyed a Peaceable 
Death, after he'd been Biſbop of Autioch 
about 13 Years. - = 


lis N OR XS. 
Nor long before his Death, in the 


fame Year, he wrote an Excellent 
Treatiſe againſt Autolychus, a Learned 
Pagan, but very much bigotted to 
the Religion of his on Country. This 
i all of his that is come down to us. 


IRE. 
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tion, which prepar d him for the Ser- 
vice ot the CHriſtian Cauſe, which he 
> maintain'd with abundance of Con- 
ſtancy. He was the Diſciple: of St. 
Polycarp, Biſhop of Smyrna. 
THAT he came to Fance is very 
eertain, but the preciſe Time, and the 
Occaſion is not ſo. Here he reſided ſe- 
veral years at Hans, in the Station of 
a Presbyter; and ſome Writers ſay, that 
he ſoon became Famous there , upon it 
the Account, that by his Preaching al- = 
moſt the whole City was converted to | 
the Chrifian Religion; bur it is Recor. 
t | ded by ſeveral, that the Sueceſs atten- 
1 F ded his Preaching, after his Advance- 
ment to the See of Lyons'; which he en- 
ter d upon ina very Troubleſome time, 
the Perſecution then raging, which was 
the fourth General one, and had taken 
off his Predeceſſor Photinus. Never 


8 48 by Birth a Greet, which 1s 1 
g all we have certain of his Ori i 
7 ginal. He had a good Liberal Educa- - i 


was there more need of a Prelate of a 
| E 2 Cou- 
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Couragious and Patient Temper than 
now ; for beſides the Perſecution, which 
was very hot at Lyons, the Church 
was InfeQted with Hereſies, /eſpeFially 
the Yalentinians.: But fuch was the 
Meekniſi; ſuch the Wiſe Conduct of 
this Holy Father t hat he Stopp'd the In- 
fect ion, and recover'd ſome that had 
been Per verted. 4 D. 196. the Contro- 
verſy about the Obſervation of Eafer 
was reviv'd by Htbor then Þrfhop of 
Rome, who being a Man of a Violent 

JTemper, and Impatient of any Con- 
tradibtien, Attempted to impoſe the 

Roman cuſtom of obſerving that Feſti- 
val on the next Lord's Day after the 
: Jewiſh Paſſover ; upon the Eaſtern 
Churches, who -Celebratedi:it on the 
-14th Day of the Moons Appearance 
en whatſoever Day it happen'd.: Their 
reſuſing to Comply with him in this 
matter put him upon uſing his Au- 

thority, and thundring out an Excom- 
munication againit them, which they 
did not much regard, ſome Sharply re- 

. prov'd the Pope tor his Raſhneſs, others 
zadviſed him to conſult the Peace of 
the Church; but the moſt ä 
8 x 
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of all, that did any thing in this Mat- 
ter Was irenews, Who wrote to him in 
the Name of the Gallican Churches, and 
told him, that tho? he might be in the 
right, yet ought. he to Conſult the 
Peace of the urch; and to perſwade 
him to this, he repreſents to him the 
Examples of their Anceſtors, who, 
notwithſtanding their Diſagreement in 
this Point, had mutual Charity and 

never Quarrel'd about it. This Epiſtle 
had the intended effect, and Victor 
grew Calm. See an Account of this 

in Euſebius's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, Lib. 

5. cap. 24. From this Peace- mating 
Action of Irenew, Euſebius and others 

after him, have obſerv d that his Tem- 

per was agreeable to his Name. The 
Character deſervedly beſtow'd upon 

him by all is, that he was a true Lover 
of Gad and the Souls of Men. 


His DEATH. 


Toward the Cloſe of the Year of 
our Lord 202. the Emperor Sever 
raiſed the Fifth general Perſecution a- 
gainſt the Chriſtians, which raged more 
| L 3 Vio- 
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Violently at Lyons than any other part 
of the Roman Empire, at this time it 
was that Irenæus, after having been Bi- 

| ſhop of that City above 24 Years, 
was after ſeveral Torments, put to 
Death. | | 


W = have nothing of his left, but 

his Book againſt the Hereſies of the 
Gnoſticłs and Valetinians,which he wrote 
A. D. 187. which is reckon'd an Elabo- 

rate Treatiſe, and full of abundance of 
Learning. | 


His FAILURES. 


H x is tax*d with ſome Heterodox O. 
pinions, and, one peculiar to himſelf, 
viæ. that our Lord was near 50 Years 

old at the time of his Publick Miniſtry, 
mu any ufficiently intimated in that 
Expreſſion of the Jews to him, Thos art 
not yet go Tears Old, and haſt thou ſeen 
Abraham, Some affirm that he was a 
Chiliaſt, which however can't be known 
from what we have at preſent of = : 


and Fatlures of the Fathers. 
He alſo, in ſome Parts of his — 2 
2 


ſpeaks too highly of Man's Free 
which in other Places he contradicts a- 
gain. He had one Failing, common to 
many Antient Writers, which was 
weakening the moſt Solemn Truths of 
our Religion, by Arguments not the 
moſt Concluſive. This in him, and in 
others, ſeems to have proceeded from 
the Greatneſs of their Aal for the Cauſe, 
which would not ſuffer them to paſs 
by any thing that look'd at all like an 
Argument or Reaſon on their Side. 


CLEMENS of Alezandris, 


O call'd, to diſtinguiſh him from 

the other of that Name that liv'd 

in the Firſt Century. It is not certain 
where he was Born, but Athens is ſup- 
poſed to be his Native City, and Alex- 
andria the Place of his molt conſtant Re- 
ſidence.. He made a great Progreſs in 
the uſeful Sciences; and in order to in- 
creaſe his Knowledge he travell'd over 
a conſiderable part of the World; du- 
ring his Travels, he was particularly 
diligent in acquiring a thorough Un- 
| Lq4 der- 
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derſtanding in the Christian Loctrines; 
the laſt ot his Inſtructors, from whom 
he received the moſt Satisfaction in 
Chr1ittantty, is generally ſuppos'd to be 
Pant ænus, whom he expreſly owns to 
have been his Maſter; this Pantæn us 
was Governour of the Catechiſtical 
School in Alexandria, and was Suc- 
ceeded by. Clemens, 4. D. 188. who 
finiſhing his Travels, ſettled there, 
and, by his wonderful Skill in all Parts 
of Learning, Humane and Divine, was 
admirably. qualified for that Office. 
This Charge, which was a very Great 
and Troubleſome one, he perform'd 
with great Induſtry, Fidelity, and Suc- 
ceſs, Origen, and other eminent Men, 
were bred under him. 4. D. 194. he 
was Ordained Presbyter of the Church 
of Alexandria, upon which he under- 
took the Defence of Chriſtianity againſt 
both Pagans and Hereticks, which he 
very well perform'd in his Book call'd 
Stromata, written about this Time; 
which bears that Name becauſe it con- 
ſiſts of Miſcellaneous Diſcourſes, con- 
futing the Falſe Opinions of the Greeks 
and Barbarians, and the Notions of He- 
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reticks, A. D. 202. the Fifth general 
Perſecution raging at Alexandria, many 
Chritians left that City to preſerve 
their Lives; amongſt the reſt Clemens 
withdrew, and went to Cappadocia, and 
from thence to Jeruſalem, thence to An- 
tioch, and Anno 220, return'd to his 
Charge at Alexandria; but how long 
he liv'd after it, and what Death he 
dyed, we have no Account. He was 
2 Man wlom the Antients eſteem'd 
very much, and needs not my Praiſe 
after thoſe Elogies beſtow?d upon him 
by Alexander Biſhop of Jeruſalem, and 
St, Ferom ; the former calls him the Ho- 
ly and Bleſſed Clement, the Latter ac- 
counts him the moſt Learned of al the 
Antients. TI | 


His W0 R KS, 


HE wrote ſeveral Books; all that 
we have at preſent are, his Exhortations 
to the Gentiles, the Pædagogue, or chri- 
tian Inſtructor, and his Stromata before 
mentioned. . | 


His 
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H x 1s obſerv'd to have had ſome 
oſs Faults, ſuch as imagining that 
the Body of Chri# needed no Aſſiſtance 
from Eating or Drinking; and poſi. 
tively affirms that he was void of all 
Paſhons ; this he ſays in his Stromata, 
but it's directly contrary to ſeveral 
Texts of Scripture. He was of Opi- 
nion no Man. was ſaved before Chr:/t'; 
coming in the Fleſh; but that thoſe 
that liv'd Righteouſly according to the 
Law or by Philoſophy, were reckon'd by 
Go p to be Righreous, but that they 
wanted Faith; wheretore in Hel! they 
expected the Arrival of Chrift, and his 
Apoſtles, to convert them to the Faith; 
for which end he ſuppoſes that Chrijt 
deſcended into Hell. He alſo ſays, that 
becauſe the Devil had Free will, he 
might Repent; which ſeems to give 
Riſe to that Error of his Pupil Origen, 
that the Devil might be ſav'd. 


TER: 
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The Third CENTURY. 
TERTULLIAN 


AS a Native of Carthage; his 
Father was a Centurion under 


the Proconſul of Africa, and a Gentile; 


in which Religion Tertullian was Edu- 


cated. He had a thorough Knowledge 
of almoſt all the Sciences, and was 
well Skill'd in the Roman Laws, which 
appears from his Apology, and has given 


occaſion. to ſome to ſa. was by 


Profeſſion a Lawyer; his Knowledge of 


the Roman Laws is Pan, taken 


Notice of by Euſeb. lib. 2. cap. 2. and lib, 
2. Cap. 85. i 


His CONVERSION. 


Asour the Lear of our Lord, 197. 
he for ſook the Religion of his Father, 


and embraced Chrii:anity ; for being a 
Man of anacute Wit, and a nice Inqui- 
rer into all things, he was brought over 
to the Church by obſerving the Power- 


ful, and Triumphant Efficacy of chri- 


#:axity, above all other Religons. He 


was Baptized, and remain'd ſome Years 


* 
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a worthy / Pr ofeflgr of the DoGtrines of 


the Goſpel, and a ſhining Light in the 
Church, which he Defended by his Wri. 
tings, which he ſet abour ſoon after 


his Converſion, Publiſhing four Pieces, 


of Penance, of Prayer, of Baptiſm, and of 


Patience; and two others about the Dre. 


and Ornaments of Women ; in all which 
he diſcover'd an almoſt Superſtitious 
ſtrictneſs in Rites and Ceremontes, A.D, 
200. the Chriſtians (at Carthage eſpeci- 
ally) ſuffer'd much under the Fifth ge- 
neralPerſe on, which cauſed Tertullian 
to publiſh his Famous Apology for the 
Chriſtians, which in all Ages has born a 
great Character, and is eſteem'd a 
Work full of imcomparable Eloquence, 
and ſtrong Reaſon. And about the 
ſame Time he wrote againſt the Cere- 
ticks, A. D. 204. he wrote his Treatiſe 
De Spectaculis, in which he earneſtly ad- 
viſes the Chriſtians not to be preſent at 
the Celebration of the Pecalar Games; 
ſhewing that ſuch Diverſions were 
Scandalous and Dangerous tothem that 
had renounced the Pomps and Vanities 
of this wicked World; in which Trea- 


riſe plainly appears that Strictneſs, that 


nice 
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nice Severity in Religion, which being 
carried too far with a ſtiff and violent 
Temper, brought him into Montaniſm, 
and other Errors; for which he was 
Excommunicated the Church ot Rome, 
A. D. 213. which was ſo far from Re- 
daiming a Perſon of his Temper, that 


it cauſed him to write againſt the Ca- 


tholicks with great Vehemency ; about 
A. D. 245. he in the main forſook the 
Montani ſis, and return'd to the Chri- 
ans, keeping a ſeparate- Meeting at 
Carthage. In the tollowhng Lear he 
8 very Old and Decrepid, being a- 
bout 90 1 Old, and left behind the 


Character of one of a great Wit, but 
e d 6 par og | ei | 
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— Faults ate 8 do. 
he Was, as is before obſery'd, a Follow- 
er of Montanus. He condemns Second 
Marriages, as little better than Adulte- 
rous. He denies the Lavufulneſs of Flight 
in Perſecution; and was a Chiliaſt. 


He thought both Angels and Human 


Souls were Corporeal; and the latter 
? were 
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were deriv'd by Traduction from the 
Parent to the Child. He alſo denies 
the Neceſſity of Infant Baptiſm. 


ORIGEN, 


W A 8 by Birth an Eg rien, and 
probably of Alexandria, his Fa- 


ther was a good Man and a Martyr, his 


Name a Tender, who Educated him 
in the Fundamentals of Human Learn- 
ing, and the Principles of Christianity. 
It was matter of great Joy to the good 
Leonidas to find his Son very diligent in 
Searching the meaning of the Hoh 
Seriptures. From the Inſtructions of 
his Pious Father, he was deliver'd to 


the Care of an Eminent Maſter, VIZ, 


Clement then Catechiſt at Alexandria 
and Ammonius a Chriſtian Philoſopher, 
im prove- 
Dea th of 


ments, 4. D. 202. upon 


his Father all his G0 808 3 Confiſca- 
ted, and Origen left a Deſtitute Orphan 
not above 18 Vears Old, which made 
him willing to accept of the Kindneſs 
of a Lady of Alexandria, who took 


him into her Houſe; the ſame Lady 
main- 
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maintain'd at the ſame time a Famous 
Heretick of Antioch Named Paul, but 
tho Origen was obliged to Converſe 
with this Man, yet he would not joyn 
in Prayer with him. However in a 
ſhort time he put himſelf into a Con- 
dition of not being Beholden to the 
Lady; for after his Father's Death ap- 
plying himſelf entirely to the Study of 
Human Literature, he Taught Gram. 
mar, and other Liberal Arts, by which 


he raiſed himſelf. a ſufficient Compe- 


tency and Maintained his Mother'and 
her other Children. In the following 
year the Chair of the Catechiſtical 
School at Alexandria being vacant by 
the Retreat of his Maſter St. Clement 
from that City, he was thought fie to be 


entruſted with that Charge, which he 


managed withgreatCare and Diligence; 
which were attended by un almoſt 
incredible Succeſs. At length the Num. 
ber and Reputation of thoſe that wert 
by him Converted increaſing every 
day, Demetrius Biſhop of the Cir 

Confirm'd him in the Employment 


Chatechiſt or Profetlor of Sacred Lear- 
ging in the Church of Aleaamdria. From 
| e 
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this time he began to lead a very Stridt 

Life, which, together with his great 
Learning, attracted a great Number of 
Diſciples of both Sexes, And, to take 

away all ſuſpicion of a Bla meable Con- 

duct, he Emaſculated himſelf, reſol. 

ving to execute to the Letter, that Per. 
fettion which he then thought propos d 

by our Lord in the Words of the 
 Golpel,: vis. There are ſome, that make 
 #hethſelves Eunuchs for the Ring dom of 
Heavens ſake, But this Action of his 
is: Blam'd by his greateſt Defenders, 
and; by himſeſf too, when arrivd roa 
more Mature -Age, A. D; 229, he was 
ſent hy his Biſhop Oemetrius into Achaia 
to ſuppreſs ſome Hereſies that diſturbd 
the Peace of the Church there. His 
ay therg glay through Paleſtine; 
. his Letters of Re- 
commendatzon from his Dioceſan, he 
was Ordain d Presbyter in the 434 


| year of his Age, by the Biſhops of Jer 1 
Jam and Ceſare which, was highly 
reſented by Demetrius, as an Affront to 
bis Authority; and Envying his Re- 
putation, he now Condemn'd that 
Action of his Youth ; which before he 


had 
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had commended as Heroical. But he 
ſtopp d not here; for about two years 
after Origen's Return from Achaia, he 
aſſembled a Council which condemn d 
him, and decreed that he ſhould be 
Baniſh'd Alexandria. So that leaving 
that City, he retir d to Cæſarea, where 
he met with very Generous Treat- 
ment from the Biſhop of that Place, 
and the Biſhop of Jeruſalem, who un- 
dertook his Defence, Commiſſion'd 
him to read the Scriptures publickly, 
and heard him as it he had been their 
Maſter. But Demetrius being not ſa- 
tified with his Baniſhment : In a ſe- 
cond Council of the Biſhops of Egypt, 
got him to be depriv'd of his Prieſt- 


hood, and excommunicated for Here- 


tical Opinions which he accuſed him 
of; and wrote at the ſame. time to 
all Parts againſt him, to procure his 
being excluded the Communion of the 
whole Catholick Church; and all the 
Biſhops in the World conſented to his 
Condemnation, except thoſe of Pa- 
leſtine, Achaia, Phænicia and Arabia, 
who were intimately acquainted with 
him, Amongſt. whom he found ſe- 

M veral 
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veral Protectors, eſpecially in Pa 
leſtine, Where he continued to E 


| Xplain 
the Scriptures at Cæſarea, as before at 
_ Alexandria; and that with ſych Repu. 
| tation, as drew a great Number of all 
| forts of People froti Remote Countries 
| to be his Diſciples. After having 
Taught, Recfaimd and Converted 
many; he felt the Effects of the 71h 
17 Perſecution; and was thrown 
Into a Loathſome Dungeon with a 
Chain about his Neck, his Feet load- 
ed with Trons, and ſet in the Stocks, 
his Legs being ſtretch'd at the greateſt 
eiltance for many Days together; 
theſe and other Mercileſs Torments 
he Endured with a Patience truly He- 


— — — — 
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TOICK, | 
” 7 he Emperor being Slain that year, 
the Perfecution . and he was Re- 
leas'd ; he ſpent the reft of his Days in 
Encouraging the Weak, and, A. L. 
253, in the Beginning of Valentinian“ 
Reign, after a long Life of 69 years, 
ſpent in Fatigues and Labours, he 
made a Peaccable Exit at Tyre; and 
has ever had the CharaQer ofa Man of 
| extraordinary Piety and Zeal for Goa's 
. | Glory, 


Glory, and the Good of Men's Souls. 
His FAILURES. 


Bur his Glory is much obſcur'd by 
the many groſs Errors.that are to be 
found in his Works. Such as theſe, 
that the Fan of God does not ſee the Father, 
bec auſe he is 4 Creature Made, not Born; 
that the Son is not to be Morſbip d, nor the 
Father ſoyntly with the Son; and that the 
Holy Ghoſt is therefore Inferior to the Son, 
becauſe he is not Equal to him in Power, 
(where St. Jerome has taken occaſion to 
lay, that his Opinion of the San is 
bad, but of the Holy Ghoit much worſe); 
That the Devils and the Damn'd would 
one time be Saved, and after a long Pu- 
niſhment be admitted to the Company of 
the Bleſſed Angeln. Theſe with other 
Dangerous Tenets, is this great Man 
Charg'd wich; but many things ma 
be Pleaded in his Defence; for cis 
very: probable that his Writings have 
been Abuſed and Adulterated by He- 
reticks; particularly by chat Sect which 
call'd themſelves after his Name, and 
continued three Centuries to infeſt the 
Church. 1 His 


and Failures of the Fathers. 17 
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His WORKS,. 


HE wrote a great many Books, of 
which we have at preſent, part of 
his Commentaries and Homilies upon 
the Holy Scriptures; a Treatiſe of the 
Principles of Religion ; and eight 


| Books in Defence of the Chriſtian Re. 


ligioſ againit celſus; this laſt Book is 
wrote'with ſuch Politeneſs, Accuracy, 
and Perſpicuity, that were there no- 
thing elſe to teſtify his great Abilities, 
this were ſufficient. 93 

This is thought to be not only the 
beſt of his Writings, but alſo the moſt 
Excellent and moſt Compleat Apology 
ever Publiſh'd for the Chriſtians, 


29 ili T R IT AN 


\ VAS a Native of Carthage; but 


Who his Parents were, is not at 


this Day known, He was very Rich, 
of the Senatorian Order; his Education 
was all along Liberal, and having gi- 
ven himſelf chiefly'to the Study of Rbe- 
toric, he publickly profeſs'd that Art 

| at 
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at Carthage, Anno. 246, being pretty 


well advanc'd in Years, he was Con- 
verted to Chriſtianity by Cælius, a Pref. 
byter of that City; whom, upon that 
Account, he ever after reſpected as his 
beſt Friend and greateſt Benefactor, and 
honour'd him like a Father ; and the 
more to expreſs his Eſteem, for the In- 
ſtrument of his Converſion, he prefix'd 
his Name to his own, and was called 
Celius Cyprianws, He did not live above 
5 Vears after his Converſion, in which 

ime however, by his Writings, Preach- 
og and Pious Life, he ſhew'd himſelf 


the moſt eminent and ſhining Light of 


his Age. Soon after his Baptiſm he 
was made Presbyter, and in the follow- 
ing Lear was advanc'd to the See of 
Carthage, upon the Death of Donatus; 
which Charge he was admirably fitted 
for, by his Knowledge in the Myſteries 
of the Goſpel, his Humility, Patience, 
and Peaceable Temper. 

HE had not enjoy'd his Biſhoprick 
above two Years, before the ſeventh ge- 


neral Perſecution forced him to leave 


that City ; during which Receſs, tho? 


he was abſent in Body, yet was he pre- 
"My ©9688 
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ſent in Spirit, and ſupply d the want 
of his Preſence by 30 excellent Epiſtles 
full of pious Advice, grave Admoniti. 
ons, ſea ſonable Reproofs, earneſt Ex- 
hortations, and hearty Prayers for their 
Weltare; but his 1 Concern was 
for ſome of ae which ſome 
Pregbyrers, who, had oppos'd the Ele. 
Qion. of St. Cyprign, without his 
Knqwledge and Conſent, had raſhly 
admitted to Cammunion with the 
Church upon tog eaſy Terms; this, 
the Biſhop, being a ſtiff Maintainer of 
Ecelefiaſtical Authority and the Rights 
of his Office, complained of and endea- 
vour'd to reform by Letters. The heat 
of the Perſecution being ſomewhat. a- 
bated, by the Death of, Decius, he re- 
turn'd-to Carthage, and thereupon con- 
ven da Synod of the neighbouring Bi- 
ſhops, to conſult the Caſe of the Lapſed, | 
in which *twas order d, that they might 
be re- admitted, but not without a long 
and ſevere Penance. Anno. 25 2. he call'd 
a Synod of 60 Biſhops, in which *rwas 
'determin'dthatthe Baptiſm of Children 
ſhould not be deferr'd till the 8 th Day; 
and the next Near heconven'd two more 

| | Councils, 


lived a pleaſant 11 
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Conmeils, in the Latter of which was 
handled that famous Queſtion, whether 
thoſe that had been Baptiz'd by Hereticks 
ſhould be Re-baptized ? which was deter- 
mined in the Affirmative; the fame 
thing was the next Year determin'd by 
a Council of 71 Biſhops, and afterwards 
by another of 87. Theſe: Determina- 
tions were not approv'd of at Rome; 
and the Controverſie grew ſo high that 
Pope Stephen gave Cyprian very rude 
and miſchievous Language, calling 
him Falſe Prophet, Deceitful Worker, 
&c. and was anſwerd by Cyprien 
with great Sharpneſs and Severity, 
who in return charged him with Pride 
Impertinence, Self: contradiction and Ob- 


flinacy:: All that need be obſery'd far- 
ther upon this Diſpute is, that Cprias, 


and all his Party, were all along very far 
from pleading for Anabaptiſin, but aſſer- 
ted that there was but one Baptiſm, and 
that that of Hereticks was no Baptiſm, 


A. D. 257. in the beginning of the 


eiginh 


general Periccution, he was ba- 


ap. Sea; where lie 


nilh'd to * ** hecte City in a Per- 


ruſuls in the 


4 tained 


and was enter- 
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162 The Lives, Sufferings, Wozks 
tained with the Viſits of the Bretfiren 
and ſeveral heavenly Viſions; from 

' thence he wrote an excellent Epiſtle 
to the Martyrs, and ſupply*d them with 
Money, which he received from ſeveral 
that were kind to him in his Exile, 
The Perſecution increaſing, gave him 

Reaſon to expect his own Matyrdom 
when he had information of the Officers 
deſign to carry him to Urrcs to ſuffer 
there; he retir'd, being unwilling to 
ſuffer any where but in Carthage, in the 
the ſight of the People where he had 
ſo long and ſo ſucceſsfully Preach'd 
that Faith which he deſired to confirm 
with his Blood. Upon taking up his 
Reſidence in Carthage, he was ſoon a 

prehended, and 4.D.25 9. was Beheaded 
- whoſe Death was much Lamented by 
the Grifians, 


His FAILURES. 


Hk is reckon'd guilty of ſome Faults, 
but they are by all acknowledg*d Small 
and Inconfiderable, in reſpe& of thoſe 
-obſerv'd'in moſt of the Ancients. He 

attributes too much to good Works, 
* 1 eſpecially 


and Failures of the Fathers. 


eſpecially to Alms, which, he ſays, waſh 
away the Defilements contracted after 
Baptiſm. 

Many of his Writings are loſt; 
moſt of them that remain are Epiſtles, 
all which tend to promote the Peace 
and Order of the Church, and. to ad- 
vance Piety and a Godly Life. 


| > Wy — * 
2 OG 
S 2 
— — 


x63 


GENERAL COUNCILS, 


Sr TER the Apoſtles Time 
lit became neceſlary to 
„ Convene Synods to de- 
cide Eccleſiaſtical Contro. 

derſies; but they were all 

Private and Particular, by Reaſon of 

the Perſecuripns, until the Reign of 

Conſtantine, © e 


- 


The Ni#*: Council. 


Wo in the Second Year of his 

Reign, A. D. 325. called a numerous 
"Synod of the Eaſtern and Weſtern Bi. 
ſhops, which was called Acumenical, 


1. e. a Council of the whole Earth: 
Their 


: 
2 
2 
p 


Of General Councils. 
This Council was Aſſembled by the 


Order of the Emperor at Nice, a City 
of Bithyni a. Mr. Dapin tells us that the 
Number of Biſhops there preſent were 
commonly held to * 318. But Euſebius, 


in his Life of cnſtantine, takes notice 


of no more than 250. This Counci 
was Aſſembled again + Arlus, WI 

was Condema'd by it. In this Conti- 
hf was decided that Diſpure which a- 
roſe, and could not be — at the 
Council at Rome, Paleſtine cc. in 196. 
Ordered now, that Exftr ſhould be 
Celebrated on Sunday only. In this 


Council were alſo evra) Canons made, 


all that ate genuine of them are 20, as 


Mr. Dupin tells us in his Account of this 


Council. 
The Council of cuban. | 


TRE ſecond General Council wi 
held under the I 1 A. D. 


1 
=" + _- To 25 1 7 — 


I Arius. Ju Wu a m1 of tha Guns of 4 

ia; he began to Publiſh his Errors about the p 5 
Na „ he mann that as (Song of Go 12 

eature, produced in Time oor of Auer a: | of 
a Subſtance differen rom the 
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81.inwhich Arianiſm receiv'd an entire 
efeat. Vid. Dupin, & Socrat. Schola#. 


The Council of Epheſus. 


- 


© Tas third General Council was held 
at Epheſus againſt “ NeFtorims, A.D.431, 
in which he was Depoſed from the 
See of Coni#antinople ; he pretended 
4 8 to Recant, but was not Credi. 
ted. . | | 


v2 } - ab: | G | 
I)ie Council of calcedon. 
«THE fourth General Council was 
Aſſembled at Calcedon, in which 


1 1 


re - 4 * = RR SE ff 


* Neſtorius. ] Biſhop of Conflantinople, who upon 4. 
naſtaſius, a Friend of his, ſaying in a Dilcourſe to the 
People of that City, Let no Man ſtyle Mary ©:07- 
„MO, for Mary was a Woman, and tis impoſſible 
© that God ſhould be Born of a Woman ”* took occaſi- 
on to defend his Friend, and maintain his Doctrines; 
Focrater Sc bolaſt. lib. 7. cap. 32. gives this Account of 
His falling into this Error; and tells us, that *twas 
moſt Men's Opinion, that he intended to Aſſert that 
Chrif was mere Man. But he aſſures us, that he him- 
ſelf, after reading Books publiſhed by Neſtorius, found 
him to be very Ignoranc, and that he intended not ro 
defy Chriſt's Divinity; but was put ioto a fright by 
this Term, Seelen, as it it had been a Bugbear, 
nick befel him by xealon of his IIljterateneſs. 


Þ Dioſcorus 


* V * 
* 


— — 
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Ok General Councils. 


＋ Dioſcorus, and * Eutychius were Con- 
n demned. A. D. 457. | _ 


The ſecond Council of Conſtantinople. 


T a x fifth General Council was con- 
ven'd A. D. 553. againſt the || Three 
Chapters, Vigilius, Biſhop of Rome, op- 


n 


Dioſcorus. Biſhop of Alexandria, was Accuſed for 


ſaying that the Divinity and Humanity make but one 
Nature 1n Feſus Chriſt, and attributing the Sufferings 
to the Divinity. | &- 7 

* Eutycbius.] A Prieſt, and Abbot of a Monaſtrey 
in Conſtantinople, of the ſame Opinion with Dioſcorur. 
See the Proceed ings againſt thele two Hereticks, in 
Mr. Dupin's Account ot the fifsh' Century, and Evagrii 
lib. 2. cap. 6. "atten 


| Three Chapters. ] Pelagius, Surrogate of the Church 


of Rome, reſiding in the Eaſt, in hatred of Theodore, Bi- 
ſaop ot Cæſarea, procured the Condemnation of Origen, 
Anno 541. Mennas, Patriarch of Conſtantinople, approv'd 


that judgment. Theodore was of the Sect of the Eutz- 


chians, wio did not receive the determination of the 
Council of Calcedon ; the Empreſs Theodora favour'd 
that Set. But the Emperor Fuſtinian, who own'd the 
Authority of the Council of Calcedon, would needs con- 
demn it. Theodora repreſented ro the Emperor, that it 
was to Publiſh an Edict againſt the Acephati, who 
would all re-unite, and approve of the Council of 
Calcedon ; if, 1. Theodorus of Mopmeſtes, and his Writings 
were Anathematized. z. The Writings of Theodoret us 
againſt. St. Cyril Condemn'd. 3, As al ſo the Writings 
of Ibas, Biſhop of Edeſſa, which had been read in the 


Council of Calcedon. Theſe Three Articles were after- 


wards Famous by the Name of the Three Chapters, 
20 roled 
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Of General Councils. 
poſed the Candemnation of them, but 
being Baniſh'd by the Emperor, at 


his Return, approves of the Sentence 


which the Council had pronounced. 
- /Fhezh47d Council of ConFiantinople, 


A. D. 686, Wa $ held the third Coun- 
cil of conſtantinople, which was the 


fixth General one; which was held a- 


gainſt the Patriarchs of Conſtantinople 
and Antioch, who were Accuſed of the 
Error of the + 240nothelites ; Macarius, 
Patriarch of Ant ioch, undertook their De- 
ſence; but an Anathema was pronounc'd 
againſt the Old and New Hereticks. 


The ſecond Council of Nice. 


Tux ſeventh General Council was con- 
ven' d at Nice, A. D. 787. which was the 
Second in that Place; In this was de- 
cided the Diſpute which aroſe in the 7th 
Century about Worſhipping of Images. 


* 
0 —— — 
— 


q Nw They believ'd that there was but one Sole Opera- 


a_ih Feſus Chriſt, one Will, both of the Divinity 
Taraſus 


Of General Councils. 


Taraſus Patriarch of Conſtantinople, was 
a very vigorous Aſſerter of Worſhip due 
to the Images of the Virgin, Saints, &c. 
In this Councit it was decreed, that the 
venerable Images mighr be Expos'd as 
well as the Croſs; that they might 
be put up in Churches upon the Holy 
Veſſels, upon the Sacerdotal Habits, up- 
on the Walls and Tables in Houſes and 
High-ways, for renewing the Memory 
of them, and teſtifying our Veneration 
tor them; that they might be Kiſs'd 
and Reſpected, bur nor Adored with 
real Adoration, which is due to Gon 
only; that Incenſe and Wax Candles 
might be lighted before them,as is done 


before the Croſs ; becauſe the Honour 


done tothem, goes to the Object, and 
they who reſpect them, reſpect thoſe 
they repreſent. 


The fourth Council of Conſtantinople, 


"A. D. 869. AT Conftanticople was 
Aſſembled the eighth General Council 
again{t+Phorizs and his Adherents, who 
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were by it degraded. The Worſhip 
of Images was there confirm'd; fe. 


veral Regulations made, for Eſtabli. 
ſhing Peace and Diſcipline in the Eaſtern 
Churches, and Ordering the Election 
of Patriarchs and Biſhops which are 
contain'd in 27 Canons, In this Coun- 
cil alſo was read and ſign'd a very 


ample Confeſſion of Faith by all the 


Biſhops. 

THESE are the moſt remarkable 
General Councils, which however are 
not to be admitted without ſome Cau. 
tion. | D430 
. GREGORY the 1/t. Biſhop of Rome 
went undoubtedly too far, when he 
ſaid, © We receive the four (2, e. the 


four firſt) General Councils of the 


Church, as of equal Authority and 
« Value with the Writings of the four 


Honour 4 Jenatius was depriv'd by the Emperor Mi- 


chael Curopolata, and Baniſh'd to the Iſland Terebinthme. 
But Baßlius having kill'd Michael, reſt or'd Ignarizs, and 
baniſh'd Photzus into a Monaſtery ; Ignatius Excom- 
unicatedPhotizs,and defired a general Council of the 
mperor, which accordingly Degraded Photius and all 
he had Ordain d; who, however, on the Death of Ig- 


actine, A. P. 878. was Reſtor'd. 
OP | « Evangeliſts. 


Df General Councils. 


« Evangeliſts. Gratian indeed is ſome- 
what - more Modeſt, when he fays, 
« the Holy Church of Rome is not a- 
60 8 admitting the Acts of the 
“ tour Sy nods, after the Scriptures of 


| «© the Old and New Teſtament, 


WE muſt however, conſider the 
Councils no farther than they are conſo- 
nant to Scripture: I think-the Roma. 
niſts ſhould conſider that Councils have 
not the Power of making New Ar. 
ticles of Faith, but only to explain 
them by Scripture, and produce them 
againſt Hereticks. That the Councils 
cannot be Infallible is plain, from their 
contradicting one the other very often, 
and one cancelling the Decrees of the 
other. v. g. The Second Council of 
Nice, A, D. 787. eſtabliſh'd the Image- 
Worſhip, which had been condemn'd 
by no leſs than 338 Biſhops aſſembled 
at Conſtantinople, A. D. 754. It has 
been largely proved, that ſome of the 
Councils have Err'd. | 

AND that Re-baptizing Perſons 
that had been Baptiz'd by Hereticks, 
which was Decreed in the Council of 


Carthage, A. D. 454 is not neceſſary. 
; $ "N And 


. * 
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And if the Bereans are commended. for 
examining the Doctrine of St. Paal 
(ho had a much fairer Title to Infal- 
bility, than any of his Succeſſors) and 
conferring it with the Scriptures; why 


may wie not be allow'd to examine the 


Councils, when by their Oppoſition 


We are certain ſome have Erred? 


. 1 
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BOOKS Lately Printed for Jonas 


M. D. Price 144. 


1 


Brown, at the Black-Swan, without 
Temple-Bar. 


PN in Phyfick, Collected from the Writin 


of the moſt Eminent Phyſicians ; by which the 
Principles and Fundamentals of that Art are Digeſted 
and fully Explain'd, as they relate both to the The- 
ory and Practice; all which are Eſtabliſh'd upon the 
Mechaniſm and Structure of the Solids and Fluids that 
compoſe an Human Body; With an Introductory 
Preface to the whole, and a Succin&t Account of the 
Authors made uſe of in, this Work. Being a Com- 
pleat Syſtem of what is neceſſary to be known in the 


Study of Phyſick. By F. Browne L. L. M D. Price 6s. 


Coſmography in four Books. Containing the Cho- 
rography and Hiſtory of the whole World; and all 
the Principal Kingdoms, , Provinces, Seas. and the 
Iſles thereof. By Peter Heylyn, D. D. Improv'd with 
an Hiſtorical Continuation to the Preſent Times, By 


Edmund Bobun, Eſq; with a large and more Accurate 


Index, than was in any of the former Editions, of all 
the Kingdoms, Provinces, Countries, Inhabitants, 
People, Cities, Mountains, Rivers, Seas, Iſlands, 
Forts, Bays, Capes, Foreſts. Cc. of any Remark 
in the whole World ; Reviſed and Cleared from a 


' multitude of Miſtakes, which had crept into former 


Impreſſions. And Five new Engrav'd Maps, accor- 
ding to the beſt and moſt exact Projection. Price 11. 
The Art of Curing Renereal Diſeaſes, Explain'd 


by Natural and Mechanical Principles. By Nicholas 


Blegay, Surgeon to the French King. Done into 
Engliſþ from the laſt Edition of the French, By F. N. 


A 


_—_ 


A Catalogue of BOOKS. 


_ A Guide for Book Keepers, according to the Halian 
manner now in ule. D recting Accomptants where 
the uſual Occurrences in Trade are to be enter'd, and 


in the Stile proper for ſuch Entrances. By Cherles 


Snell, Accomptant, Maſter of the Free- School in 
Foſter lane. Price 19. | 

The Yonng Accomptant's Debtor and Creditor ; or 
an Introdufion to Merchants Accounts after the Italian 
manner. in an Eaſie and Plain Method, altogether 
New, Adapted to their own Concerns, before their 
Entrance into Bulinels : The Practice whereof may be 
Serviceable to Gentlemen who manage their own 
Eſtates, to thoſe in Publick Offices, and indeed 


(Mataris Mutandis) to the Circumſtances of moſt Per. 


ſons, with very little Trouble, in a Pocket Book and 
Leiger. By Abrabam Nicholas, Writing-Maſter in 
Auen Fryers. Price 64. 


The vecret Hiſtory of the Lives and Reigns of all the 


Kings and Queens of England, from King William the 
Firſt, called the Congueraur. To which is Prefixed, 
an Abſtract of the General Hiſtory of each Reign. 


Collected (chiefly). trom Original Manuſcripts, and 


the moſt valuable Private Memoirs, and Authentick 
Hiſtorians. By a Perſon of Honour. With a Table 
of the Principal Matters, Price 5s. | 

Arte Improvement ; or choice Experiments and Obſer- 
udtions in Building, Fluabandry, Gardening, Mechanicks, 


 Chimiſtry, Paiming, Fapaning, Varniſhing, Gilding, 
Inlaying, Emboſſing, Carving, Preſerving ſeveral Things 
in their. Natural Shape and Colour. And in other 


Arts and Scien es Protitable and Pleaſaut. Extracted 


from the moſt Celebrated Authors in ſeveral Langua- 


ges, Manulcripts, Experiments Communicated by 
leveral logenious Gentlemen, and the Author's own 
Experience. By T. S. Price 47. 

Ariſtezle*'s Are of Poetry Tranſlated from the Ori- 


| Final Greek, according to Mr. Theodore Gaulſten ' Edi- 


tion. Together, with Mr. D'acier's Notes. Tranflecd 
from the French. Price 4s. | 
End of tbe Catalogu, 
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